
with a few lucky bounces, rises up to defeat the mighty sluggers from
the Bronx.

I suspect that apart from a couple of million die-hard (and some
might add, spoiled) Yankee fans, New York’s losses are not a crushing
blow. Most Americans, even most New Yorkers, manage to get out of
bed the next morning and go to work. The Yankees’ defeats make for
interesting conversation, but they do not dramatically alter anyone’s
life, including even the players themselves.

The Yankees’ prowess is such a marginal belief that some may
question whether it even deserves to be considered part of our world-
view. But that’s true of all beliefs on the fringes. They are so incon-
sequential that they can come and go and barely be missed.

Not so as we travel deeper into the center of our worldview.
Related to our opinion of the Yankees, in increasing order of impor-

What You See Is What You Get
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Figure 1.1: The Structure of a Worldview
—Sorted by Importance
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Figure 1.2: The Structure of a Worldview
—Sorted by Certainty

The situation would be more disturbing should I find the televi-
sion and radio off and no human in sight. “That’s odd,” I might think.
“I was sure I heard voices. What’s wrong with me?” This is particu-
larly upsetting because I have learned to rely on my sense of hearing
to deliver accurate information about the world. I may be able to
shrug off this isolated instance, but if it happens too frequently, I will
probably check myself into a mental health facility. My belief that my
mind and sensory equipment are functioning properly lies near the
center of my worldview, and I can scarcely imagine living in a world
in which I cannot trust them (Fig. 1.2).

But this belief, as certain as it is, does not yet take us to the core
of the Christian worldview. There are beliefs even more fixed, more
foundational, than this. We call these beliefs our ultimate commit-
ments or presuppositions, for they lie at the very center of both

What You See Is What You Get
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Figure1.3: How a Worldview Mediates Experience

The Interpreter of Experience

It is important to discover our ultimate beliefs, for these give rise to
our worldview, which in turn serves as the lens through which we
see the world (Fig. 1.3). Thus our presuppositions ultimately deter-
mine how we interpret reality. Where we start determines where we
end up.13

The events of our lives do not convey obvious, objective messages
that mean the same to everyone. Our experience does not come self-
interpreted. Instead, the meaning of any event depends on the world-
view that interprets it. And since worldviews vary from person to
person, there may be any number of interpretations for the same
event.

For instance, let’s go back to the New York Yankees’ recent dom-
ination in the world of baseball. How we interpret their success
depends largely on our worldview, or where we are coming from. Yan-
kee fans point with pride to a rich tradition of championship clubs
and a well-stocked farm system, while disgruntled Red Sox partisans
moan that the Yankees merely buy championships through free
agency. Both sides have a point that resonates so loudly within their
own worldviews that it squelches the other perspective.

Or consider the 2000 presidential election. How we interpret that
debacle depends largely on whether we are a Democrat or a Republi-
can. Democrats are apt to suggest that the Republicans stole the elec-
tion. For their part, Republicans would concede that the election was

What You See Is What You Get
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once they concede that the idea of God means the greatest possible
being, all rational people, including atheists, must immediately admit
that this God is more than an idea and must actually exist. If they
deny that God exists, all this means is that they are not yet talking
about God, for they are not yet speaking about the greatest possible
being. The moment they say the term “God” they are speaking of the
greatest possible being, which as such must necessarily exist.

With this in mind, Anselm wondered what kind of person would
utter the statement, “God does not exist.” Unpacked, this statement
negates itself, for it declares that God, which as the greatest possible
being must exist, does not exist. What type of person contradicts him-
self in a single sentence? Someone who is not yet thinking clearly.
Anselm observed that this must be what Psalm 14:1 means when it
states that the person who says in his heart, “There is no God,” is a
fool. This person must be a fool because he can’t deny God’s exis-
tence without contradicting himself.

Perhaps you feel a bit schnookered by the argument so far. It
makes perfect sense, yet you can’t help but think that it’s impossible
to prove God’s existence from a single idea in our own heads. We
can’t take room here to wade through the pros and cons of the argu-
ment, but even though numerous philosophers and theologians have
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Where Lies the Great Divide?

Figure 2.1: Anselm’s Proof for God’s Existence
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All-righteous
All-powerful
All-loving No Second greatest possible being

Etc.

All-righteous
All-powerful
All-loving Yes Greatest possible being (God)

Etc.

+

+

=
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Figure 2.3: Misplaced Metaphysical Dualism

not between God and creation, but between the physical, or mate-
rial, world and spiritual, or immaterial, reality (Fig. 2.3). They mis-
takenly equate Paul’s use of the term “flesh” with matter and assume
that it is their physical body that holds them back in their Christian
walk.4 If only they could rise above the animal passions of their phys-
ical nature, they would be free to nurture their good souls that con-
stantly desire nothing but the higher activities of the heavenly, or
spiritual, realm. So they believe that a tug-of-war exists within them
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Where Lies the Great Divide?

Figure 2.2: The Ontological Distinction between God and
Creation
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creation and conclude, for instance, that even the person with the
lowest IQ remains superior to the smartest animal, yet the largest dif-
ference in reality does not lie here. The most fundamental ontologi-
cal distinction is the chasm between all creatures and the uncreated
God who made us (Fig. 2.4).

The infinite God is utterly transcendent, wholly other than the
world he has made. He dwells on an entirely different plane of real-
ity, a fact that makes him more real than we are. What does that
mean? It’s hard to say from our creaturely level of existence, but I
suspect it has something to do with the inviolable, necessary existence
of God. Unlike you and me, who exist moment by moment by the
sheer mercy of God, God himself must necessarily exist.

Think about it: Our lives are radically dependent upon God. We
did nothing to bring ourselves into existence, and we can do nothing
to keep ourselves there. Before our creation, we did not exist at all.
There was no “I” to bring into existence, for God’s act of creating us
is what first caused there to be a “me.” And despite our years of
growth and accomplishment, we have done nothing that requires
God to keep us around. He was entirely happy before he created us,
and he would remain completely contented should he decide to allow
us, or even the entire universe, to pass from existence. Every part of
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Part One: What Is This Place?

Figure 2.4: Answer to Exercise

God
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Figure 4.1: The Threefold Image of God

and ability for logic and language. These capacities remain active even
in fallen people, unbelievers as well as Christians, which is why Scrip-
ture suggests that the image of God survives the destruction of sin.13

And what part of the imago Dei is lost in sin and recovered by
Christ? It mostly has to do with how we use our capacities (an ethi-
cal category). God has given us our godlike capacities for language
and reflection so that we might enter into three distinct relationships.
It is these three relationships that are damaged by sin and restored in
salvation (Fig. 4.1).14

First, and this probably goes without saying, God created us in his
image so that we might enjoy personal fellowship with him. Our
higher intellects and free will enable us to freely love and obey our
Creator in ways that lower-functioning mammals never can.

Second, God created us in his image so that we might enjoy per-
sonal fellowship with others. Take another look at Genesis 1:27:

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

Notice that the first two statements say exactly the same thing, in
reverse order, while the third line adds an explanatory tag. It replaces
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are more than merely “not wrong,” neutral escapes for those seeking
a diversion from spiritual values. Instead, they provide fresh oppor-
tunities for believers to extend the kingdom of God in the world (see
chapter 11).

We have already mentioned another obvious flaw with this hier-
archical approach: Except for a few extremely devoted monks, this
lifestyle is completely unrealistic. Most people have family, friends,
jobs, and other matters that prevent them from devoting their entire
lives to spiritual pursuits. They couldn’t follow this spiritual approach
even if they wanted. Those who try simply set themselves up for fail-
ure and guilt.

But what if, rather than view God’s preeminence as an obligation
to rank everything else as a distant second and below, we recognize
that giving God first place demands that we remain active in every
other area of life? Then seeking first the kingdom of God will not
mean that we ignore daily matters so we may focus exclusively upon
him, but it will mean that in every area of life we passionately strive
to honor God. This view recognizes that because God the Creator
has made every area of life, his preeminence necessarily includes
rather than excludes each aspect of our existence. Rather than think
that God’s primacy means that nothing else matters, it is precisely
because God is number one that everything else does matter.
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To Love God

Figure 5.1: Misunderstanding the Preeminence of God
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0310253071_hvnplace.qxd  01/13/06  10:44 AM  Page 97



Figure 5.2: A Proper Understanding of the Preeminence 
of God

Thus, rather than understand God’s primacy as the top item on a
list, we may view it as the hub of the wheel of life. Every aspect of life,
from friends and family to art and athletics, must be permeated with
love for God (Fig. 5.2). Rather than divide life into the spiritual things
above and the secular things below, we realize that even the “higher”
things, such as worship and evangelism, may be conducted for selfish,
sinful reasons and that the “lower” things, such as changing a diaper or
vacuuming the carpet, may be done for the praise and honor of God.

In this view, what we are doing doesn’t matter as much as how
and why we are doing it. A full-orbed Christian worldview does not
bother to discriminate between important and unimportant matters,
but instead encourages all believers to do the best they can, for the
glory of God, with whatever assignments fall their way. As Paul
encouraged the Colossians, “And whatever you do, whether in word
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him. . . . Whatever you do, work at it with all your
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Figure 10.1: Sin’s Swath of Destruction

bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the chil-
dren of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as
in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”12 Sin spoiled
everything—and to such an extent that God decided to destroy the
entire world (Fig. 10.1).

So God sent a great flood. We have so sanitized this story for chil-
dren that I fear we have lost sense of  its tragedy. Most pictures show
Noah, a grandfatherly figure, smiling and waving beside pairs of
giraffes, elephants, and zebras. I’m not suggesting that we fill our chil-
dren’s storybooks with graphic details of the flood, but for too long
we have only thought of the flood as a children’s story. We have for-
gotten that this was not a happy voyage for Noah and his family. They
could hear the shrieks and cries from those drowning outside their
boat. Noah likely heard the voices of his brothers and sisters and
nieces and nephews. His daughters-in-law heard the desperate cries
of their parents calling their names and begging to be let inside. This
was no Carnival Cruise.
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Figure 10.2: How the Fall Damages Our Image of God

our true selves, for what should be joyful work becomes drudgery,
what should be enriching community becomes social strife, and what
should be invigorating worship turns into thinly veiled idolatry. In
short, our commitment to autonomy succeeds only in distorting our
humanity (figure 10.2).14

Ultimately, this damage to our humanity will result in our even-
tual death. Adam and Eve died twice on the day they sinned. They
died spiritually when God banished them from the Garden of Eden
and the unfettered fellowship they had previously shared with him.
From now on their relationship with God must run through a blood
sacrifice, whether it be the animals God slew to clothe them,15 the
spotless cattle slaughtered on Israel’s Day of Atonement,16 or the ulti-
mate sacrifice of Jesus Christ for their sins and ours.17 They also died
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Figure 11.1: The Recapitulation of Redemption

content to merely snatch a few souls from this mess and leave every-
thing else to the devil, you will not rest until you have redeemed every
last corner of your good creation from evil’s grasp.

According to Scripture, this is precisely what God is doing. As
Peter proclaimed to inquiring crowds shortly after Pentecost, Jesus
“must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore
everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.”2 Or
as Paul explained to the churches in Ephesus and Colosse, God is
using the cross of Christ “to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven” so that “all things in heaven and
on earth” might be “together under one head, even Christ.”3

In short, just as sin began with individuals and rippled out to con-
taminate the entire world, so grace begins with individuals and rip-
ples out to redeem the rest of creation (Fig. 11.1). We humans are
the bull’s-eye of God’s grace, the target of his redemption. But though
salvation begins with us, the God who redeems us does not want us
to keep redemption to ourselves. He wants us to share his grace with
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emphasized in our evangelical churches and the second was exam-
ined in our previous discussion of shalom (chapter 6) the remainder
of this chapter focuses on how redemption applies to our frequently
forgotten third relationship—the gift and responsibility to redeem
human culture.
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Figure 11.2: How Redemption Repairs Our Image of God
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Figure 11.3: Our Twofold Responsibility to Culture

good, such as producing clean and cheap energy to light and heat our
homes. However, in the wrong hands it can also be used to blackmail
peace-loving nations and potentially even blow up the entire world.

Or consider our recent cracking of the genetic code. This achieve-
ment represents a high structural good, for it enables us to vastly
improve our society. Armed with our genetic information, we can cre-
ate individualized vaccines and cure birth defects in the womb. How-
ever, the same knowledge may be used in an evil direction, for it also
enables insurers to unjustly screen high-risk applicants, and doctors
to create genetically enhanced designer babies.

With this in mind, Christians must accept a double responsibility
for God’s world. Because we are human, we gladly unite with other
people to develop culture, joining the upward climb from the pris-
tine garden of Genesis 2 to the organized city of Revelation 21.36

Besides this cultural mandate, our commitment to redemption also
inspires us to stay alert for those points where our culture is misused
for evil purposes. Whether it be the common abuses of the enter-
tainment industry or the perplexing challenges of medical science,
we endeavor to bring the errant piece of culture back to plumb,
knowing that only in this way will our developing culture grow
straight and true as God intended (Fig. 11.3).
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