Ethics > Doctrine:
because they deny

Ethics > Doctrine:
because truth claims

Liberal .
the supernatural produce violence
Postmodern innovators
. . Doctrine & Ethics:
Doctrine > Ethics:
because both are
. because we are not saved A
Conservative essential for the

by our good works but by

believing in Jesus Christian life
J View of this book
Modernity Postmodernity

Fig. 0.1. Contemporary Perspectives on Doctrine and Ethics



Supernatural Meritorious Good

Natural
Civic good: a higher ethic that
helps others
T Cultural good: develops creation

Moral good: a basic expectation
that we not hurt others

Fig. 4.3. Supernatural Goodness




Social ethics

&
, ’ Individual N
,/ holiness N
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Liberals: Conservatives:
Public compassion Personal morality
Love your neighbor Keep yourself pure

Fig. 5.1. Public and Private Morality



Penal Substitution: Jesus satisfies God’s wrath.
Romans 3:25-26; Galatians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 2:2; 4:10.
Promoted by John Calvin, Charles Hodge, Martin Luther,
and nearly all evangelical Christians.

Us

Moral Influence: Jesus
shows God’s love to us.
1 John 3:16; 4:7-12;
Romans 5:8.
Promoted by Abelard.

Us

Moral Example:
Jesus shows us how to
love and trust God.
1 Peter 2:21.
Promoted by
Socinians and liberal
theologians.

Christus Victor: Jesus defeats the Devil.
Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 John 3:8.
Promoted by the majority of the early church,
Martin Luther (again), and C. S. Lewis.

Fig. 6.1. Who Is the Target of the Cross?



Self-giving Love

Selfishness

—— Righteousness ——»  Life

—_— Sin E—— Death

Fig. 6.2. Two Paths to Two Destinies




CV &PS

Satan and God require
Christ’s sacrifice

God is love &

! AN . has wrath v AN
» ~< -7 4
Postmodern Innovators: " Modern Conservatives:
Christus Victor Penal Substitution
Satan demands the kill. God demands the kill.
God’s love defeats the Devil. God’s wrath must be satisfied.

Fig. 6.3. Evangelical Perspectives on the Atonement



Priority Should Do May Do

Modern .
. Believe @~ ——» Belong —»  Become
Conservatives
Postmodern .
Belong ——»  Become ——®  Believe
Innovators

Fig. 7.1. How Do People Join the Church?




Our Condition

Our Goal

Our Means

Our Ministry

Our Church

Modern Conservatives

Fallen Sinners

'

Conversion

'

Find Answers/Truth

'

Confident, Authoritative,

Hierarchical

¢

Exclusive/Bounded Set
Pure Church,
but Few Converts

Postmodern Innovators

Created Seekers

'

Journey

Ask Questions/Wonder

'

Humble, Democratic,
Mutual

Inclusive/Centered Set
Many “Converts,”
but Still Church?

Fig. 7.2. Why Different People Do Church Differently




Pre-Christian Journey to Faith

Belong —» Become —» Believe

. change by
welcoming grow
common
acceptance toward God
grace

Christian Journey in Faith

Believe —» Belong — Become

church
change .
by special member- grow in
Y sp ship, par- Christ
grace S
ticipation

Fig. 7.3. Combining Modern and Postmodern Views of Church




Many

All == »Few
Universalism Pluralism Inclusivism Exclusivism
Everyone Everyone who | Everyone who | Only those who know
will be saved obeys their obeys the and follow Jesus are
regardless religion is general revela- | saved.
of what they saved, for each | tion they have
believe or how | religion sup- are saved Soft Hard
they behaved. | pliesaninde- | through Jesus,

pendent road | whether or

to the ultimate | not they know

reality. about him. 2 2
E | E
= 2
o &

Fig. 8.1. How and How Many Are Saved?




Liberals: Conservatives:
World Church
Social good Word & Sacrament
Actions for Christ Belief in Christ
Open to anyone Limited to Christians

Fig. 8.2. Where Is the Kingdom of God?



Communication

Compromise

Early Church Medieval Modern Postmodern
yau Church Church Church
Humbly admit
Used Greek Used rising our dependence
Used e -
language and . . individualism on the Holy
. Aristotelian .
philosophy for hilosoph to challenge Spirit to know
New Testament, | ¥ Py authority and truth and love
. to compete with | |
Trinity, and Islam ignite the those who are
evangelism Reformation different and
disenfranchised
Dlscredlt.ed , | Led liberals to
when Aristotle’s
Produced a . deny the super-
. worldview was Too much of the
Platonic view . natural and ]
. disproved by . wrong kind of
of the Bible, . conservatives to ..
. Copernicus, . .. tolerance elimi-
God, humanity, 1. ignore tradition .
Kepler, William nates all claims
the world, and and reduce the
of Ockham, to truth

salvation

Descartes, and
Galileo

gospel to a set of
facts

Fig. 1.1. Challenges of Culture




’ Here and Hereafter
’ &
Earth and Heaven

’ A% \
Vs S \

» ~ 4
Postmodern Innovators: Conservatives:
This Life Afterlife
Earth Heaven or Hell

Fig. 9.1. Which Life Matters?



Unknowable: God
and his revelation

Other
inferred beliefs
* about the world *

Lalws of

. Sensory
logic and knowledge
math e.g., the
e.g., a triangle sky is blue

has three sides

I will believe only I will believe only
what is self-evident what is evident
and incorrigible. to my senses.

Fig. 10.1. The Modern Structure of Knowledge



Humble Assurance

You can't prove it,
but you can still
know it.

Postmodern Innovators:
Humility

You can't prove,
so you can't know it.

Truth is 1) Local
2) Relational
3) Subjective

Fig. 10.2. How Do You Know?

Moderns:
Certainty

If you can prove it,
you can know it.

Truth is 1) Universal
2) Absolute
3) Objective



Specific
beliefs from
the world and

* the Word *
Deli\!erances Deliverarlces
of reason: of revelation:
logic, math, Trinity, Jesus,
and experience and salvation

! !

I God exists Sc'rlpture 1? I
God's revelation

Fig. 10.3. The Christian Structure of Knowledge



Scripture is written

, by God and humans. \
/ ’ . . * Y
’ Our authority is .
/ . N
’ the inerrant N
L’ v Word and Spirit. v N
4 S ~ - - >
/ ~ - N
» ~e——_- - 4
Postmodern Innovators: Conservatives:
Human authorship Divine authorship
Our authority is the Holy Spirit Our authority is Scripture, inspired
speaking through Scripture. and applied by the Spirit.

Inerrancy logically follows
from divine authorship
and supplies confidence
to trust the Scriptures.

Inerrancy is outdated,
is naive, and turns
Scripture into an idol.

Fig. 11.1. The Battle for the Bible



Liberals Conservatives

~ -
~ -
~ -
~ -

R N -~
Postliberals Postconservatives

~ -
~ -
~ -
~ -

R N -~
Postmodern Innovators

Fig. 12.1. How We Got Where We Are



Postmodern N

Christians: N N
AN
’ Beliefs & Ethics .
7 N
/ N
’ v \
’ Phd \
» 4
Modern Liberals: Modern Conservatives:
Ethics Beliefs

Fig. 12.2. A Third Way Forward



4 Believe in the Son

’ & \
/
, Love one another AN
7/ (1 John 3:23) R
4 \

» AN . v Py
Postmodern Innovators: Conservatives:
Ethics Beliefs
Be a good person Say the sinner’s prayer

Fig. 2.1. The Pendulum of Belief and Ethics



DON'T STOP BELIEVING

truth to regenerate his children, and that without truth it is impos-
sible to be saved.?® But what is this truth that we must believe?

need requires uses

Sinners ——p Regeneration ———p Holy Spirit —— Truth

Fig. 2.2. Why We Must Believe Something to Be Saved



Should believe

Humans are
the image
of God

Perfections
of God

Must not reject

Deity and
Humanity
of Jesus

Trinity

Historical truth and significance

of Jesus’ life, death,

resurrection,
and return

Church is
Christ’s body

God’s Word

Biblical story of creation,
fall, redemption, and consummation

Fig. 2.3. What Christians Believe



Conservatives: Postmodern Innovators:
Beliefs Are a Barrier Love Welcomes All

1 \
Beliefs [ Love 1

\ I
\ /
Ay 4
N 4
/ Love? \ / Beliefs? \

Fig. 3.1. A Postmodern Objection to Doctrinal Statements



Trinity

Beliefs Generate Love ‘.

Fig. 3.2. Right Belief Produces Right Practice



Created but fallen

/ &
/7
, 4 Fallen but created
7 N\
7 N\
’ A 4
4 b ~ * \
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Postmodern Innovators: Conservatives:
Creation / Common Grace Fall / Antithesis
Everyone is good Everyone is depraved

Fig. 4.1. Are People Good or Bad?



Good Behavior Good Things

Civic righteousness: a higher ethic
that helps others

Cultural contributions: acts
that develop creation

Morality: a basic expectation that
we not hurt others

Fig. 4.2. Natural Goodness




	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 1
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 10
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 11
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 12
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 13
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 14
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 15
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 16
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 17
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 18
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 19
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 2
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 20
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 21
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 22
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 23
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 24
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 25
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 26
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 3
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 4
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 5
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 6
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 7
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 8
	Don't Stop Believing Charts and Graphs 9

