
GUNSMOKE
Dead or Alive
Program Guide by Ivan G. Shreve, Jr.

The radio origins of Gunsmoke can be traced to the late 1940s, when CBS 
chairman William S. Paley suggested to his programming department that they 
create a “Philip Marlowe in the early West.” It would take the vision of two 
other men, Norman Macdonnell and John Meston, to bring the idea for an adult 
western to fruition. Macdonnell, one of the network’s most creative director-
producers, was in charge of such programs as Escape and Philip Marlowe. 
Meston, who worked at CBS as a story editor, was an excellent writer with a 
lifelong love for the Old West.

Meston and Macdonnell initially tested out their concept for an “adult west-
ern” by adapting the Ernest Haycock story “Wild Jack Rhett” for Escape on 
December 22, 1950. Norm was also director-producer on the anthology series 
Romance, and the duo put together an episode called “Pagosa” for an August 6, 
1951 broadcast of that program. The similarities between “Pagosa” (in which a 
laconic man becomes the sheriff of a Western town) and what eventually became 

Gunsmoke are quite striking. 
The lawman in “Pagosa,” Jeff 
Spain, was pitched to CBS as 
the main character in a stand-
alone series. That’s when John 
and Norm learned that another 
Western drama had been in 
the works. The main charac-
ter in that project was going 
to be “Mark Dillon.” The net-
work thought that “Jeff Spain” 
sounded too villainous, and 
Meston agreed to change the 
last name to Dillon…as long 
as the first name was changed 
to the less modern-sounding 
“Matt.”

he fails, Matt tosses him in a cell. But Matt 
decides to release Garnett in the hopes that 
he’ll lead him to Nate Skyler, the outlaw who 
put Sonny up to the shooting in the first place. 
Heard in this episode are Sam Edwards, Harry 
Bartell, and Barney Phillips.

CD 10B: “Indian” - March 23, 1958
Matt and Chester find the body of a Pawnee Indian who 
had been shot in both knees. The wife of the murdered man 
tells Matt that the victim’s brother saw the killer -- a man 
named Egert, who’s been loudly boasting in Dodge about 
how much he hates Indians.  Harry Bartell and Ralph Moody 
co-star in this story.

CD 10C: “Livvie’s Loss” - April 13, 1958
Livvie’s greatest fear is that her son will turn out to be a drunken no-good like 
his father. To keep her son off the road to perdition, she publicly vows to burn 
down every bar in Kansas. So when a saloon goes up in flames, Livvie becomes 
the number one suspect. Heard in this episode are John Dehner, Sam Edwards, 
Harry Bartell, Vic Perrin, and Jeanette Nolan (above).
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In April of 1952, the spy series Operation Underground was abruptly cancelled. 
To fill that gap on the network schedule, Macdonnell and Meston were given 
one week to get their Western series on the air. Norm gave writer Walter Brown 
Newman copies of “Wild Jack Rhett” and “Pagosa,” so he could understand the 
style and feel. Rex Khoury was tasked with composing the series’ now iconic 
theme (“The Old Trail”). Apparently, he worked best under pressure…since he 
completely forgot about the assignment until the day of the deadline, and put the 
tune together while shaving that morning!

The network auditioned many performers for the role of Marshal Dillon. CBS was 
quite taken with Robert Stack, but the only real choice for both Macdonnell and 
Meston was William Conrad (right). (Bill had played Jeff Spain on the “Pagosa” 
broadcast.) CBS wasn’t enthusiastic about Conrad—owing to what they felt 
was the actor’s “overexposure” on the airwaves. However, after the audition (in 
which Conrad only had to read two lines of the script), CBS acquiesced.

“Gunsmoke’s central character, U.S. Marshal Matt Dillon, was unlike any 
of his western predecessors,” notes old-time radio historian Stewart Wright 
in the reference book Radio Rides the Range. “Dillon was a complex, flawed 
man who did the best he could in an extremely difficult job under incredibly 
trying conditions. He often failed, but he never gave up.” Though Macdonnell 
and Meston had thought Dillion would be the only continuing character, it soon 
became apparent that he would need folks to interact with...and the additions 
got underway with the very first broadcast (“Billy the Kid”) with a character 
originally identified in the script as “Townsman.”

“Townsman” was portrayed by actor Parley Baer (below), but Conrad 
complained to Macdonnell that it would be ridiculous for Dillon to refer to him 

as “Townsman”—surely he had to have a name. 
Parley later recalled that an offhand remark of Bill’s 
(“Call him ‘Chester,’ or something like that”) was 
responsible for the handle eventually given to his 
character. Baer reminisced years after Gunsmoke 
left the radio airwaves that “as we played it, Chester 
was not really deputized.” He told interviewer John 
Hickman in the 1976 radio documentary The Story of 
Gunsmoke: “[Dillon] knew that if he needed someone 
to stand at his back, Chester would be there, but he 
wasn’t sure that Chester would function at all times.”  

threatened if he steps foot on Mayfield’s property again…but needs help from 
Mrs. Mayfield after he accidentally shoots himself! Heard in this episode are 
Vic Perrin, Virginia Gregg, Lawrence Dobkin, Harry Bartell, and Sam Edwards.

CD 8A: “Moo Moo Raid” - January 19, 1958
Tush Lee wants Dillon to locate the missing Oney Hager and his remarkable 
cow, Ida Bell—an animal capable of leading cattle herds through water. Tush is 
in competition with Bert Collins to get the first herd to Dodge...and suspects that 
Collins may be responsible for Oney’s disappearance. John Dehner co-stars in 
this story, along with Harry Bartell and Lawrence Dobkin.

CD 8B: “One for Lee” - January 26, 1958
Senator Barkley Hooper no sooner steps off the train in Dodge when he’s the target 
of an unsuccessful assassination attempt! The would-be killer is mild-mannered 
Willie Angel, a sheepherder who lost two brothers under Hooper’s command in 
the Civil War. Heard in this episode are John Dehner and Ralph Moody.

CD 9A: “Kitty’s Killing” - February 2, 1958
Jacob Leech, a devoutly religious man, has come to Dodge to “extract the Lord’s 
revenge” on Ollie Radford. He asks Matt to lock him up during his stay to prevent 
him from actually killing Radford...a man he holds responsible for the death of 
his sister. John Dehner co-stars in this story.

CD 9B: “Bruger’s Folly” - February 16, 1958
Sam Bruger -- wrongly convicted of a murder he didn’t commit -- has been 
released from prison. His ex-wife Holly, who couldn’t be bothered to testify as 
to his innocence, has married a gambler during his absence. Heard in this episode 
are Jeanne Bates and Lawrence Dobkin.

CD 9C: “Laughing Gas” - March 9, 1958
A former gunman named Ernie Stubblefield has 
promised his wife that he would quit operating a 
nitrous oxide show. But he runs afoul of three Dodge 
City bullies who are out for revenge after Cloud Marsh 
is made to look a fool during the demonstration. John 
Dehner, Ralph Moody, Lawrence Dobkin, Harry 
Bartell, and Vic Perrin co-star in this story.

CD 10A: “Real Sent Sonny” - March 16, 1958
Young Sonny Garnett tries to kill Dillon...and when John DehnerParley Baer
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CD 5C: “Jobe’s Son” - September 1, 1957
Jobe Harley has grown old, sick and tired. His son Tad has returned home after 
a four-year absence…but he’s always been a problem child. It seems that the 
passage of time has only made him worse. Heard in this episode are John Dehner 
(right), Sam Edwards, and Harry Bartell.

CD 6A: “Looney McCluny” - September 8, 1957
Old Pop McCluny depends on Doc to provide free assaying services for 
the pyrite he digs out of the ground. Doc hasn’t the heart to tell him that his 
worthless diggings are “fool’s gold.” But if that’s all it is, than why is the old 
codger murdered? Virginia Gregg co-stars, along with Lawrence Dobkin, and 
Jess Kilpatrick.

CD 6B: “Child Labor” - September 15, 1957
Dillon arranges for a pair of orphaned boys to get food, shelter, and a job at the 
livery stable. The trouble starts when an unscrupulous rancher hires the two to 
break some wild horses. Heard in this episode are Sam Edwards, Dick Beals, 
and James Nusser.

CD 6C: The Rooks” - October 6, 1957
Matt takes ill just as Jess and Clate Rook come to town for a shooting spree. 
When the cowhands gun down a man without provocation, Matt must rise and 
do his duty. John Dehner co-stars in this story, along with James Nusser, Harry 
Bartell, Vic Perrin, Barney Phillips, Don Diamond, and Lawrence Dobkin.

CD 7A: “The Margin” - October 13, 1957
Dillon releases Grody Beck from the lock-up after Flagg Miller’s charge of cattle 
stealing is dismissed due to a lack of evidence. Miller is still convinced that Beck 
is guilty...and is determined to take the law into his own hands. Heard in this 
episode are Vic Perrin, John Dehner, and Harry Bartell.

CD 7B: “Man and Boy” - October 27, 1957
Chester mistakes young Crowley Tobin for a hired gun when Tobin arrives in 
Dodge City. Crowley’s actually a special deputy from California, in Dodge to 
bring in outlaw Jess Richer—a task that will prove to be tougher than the greenhorn 
lawman has anticipated. Vic Perrin and Harry Bartell co-star in this story.

CD 7C: “Gunshy” - November 10, 1957
Baltimore-born Tom Wilson is out of his element on the prairie. Farmer Rafe 
Mayfield had to chase Tom off his land after a series of mishaps. Tom has been 

Howard McNear also worked on Gunsmoke’s first broadcast, portraying a doctor 
who took ghoulish glee in the town’s body count. (As Dodge’s unofficial coroner, 
he stood to profit handsomely from the related fees.) This macabre interpretation 
tickled Conrad, who compared McNear’s character to something out of a Charles 
Addams cartoon. And so, Dodge’s medico became “Charles Adams”—and while 
Doc continued to keep official death certificates at the ready, his character would 
be fleshed out as a curmudgeonly but compassionate man.

The fourth and final member of Gunsmoke’s starring quartet wasn’t acknowledged 
as a regular until the show’s 17th broadcast, “The Lynching” (08/16/52). 
Georgia Ellis (below), the actress that played “Kitty Russell,” did appear on 
the first show (as an unnamed saloon girl). Kitty was once described by Norm 
Macdonnell as “just someone Matt has to visit every once a while.” Unlike the 
chaste relationship between Matt and Kitty on the TV version of Gunsmoke, 
the radio version offered a more mature (and delightfully underplayed) rapport. 
Ellis herself commented: “They were lovers. The best kind, because they truly 
understood one another, so there wasn’t need for too much talk.”

Conrad, Baer, McNear, and Ellis collaborated with Meston and Macdonnell to 
develop their characters to their fullest. Meston once recalled in an interview 
that after recording each show, “We would discuss characters; why they should 
not do this or that; how they should behave. It was kind of a joint effort.” 
The supporting cast was invested in the show as well. Nearly 30 performers 
accounted for 90 percent of the supporting appearances—including John Dehner, 
Vic Perrin, Harry Bartell, Lawrence Dobkin, Virginia Gregg, and Jeanette Nolan, 
among others. 

“[A]mong radio people Gunsmoke is routinely placed among the best shows of 
any kind and any time,” noted author John Dunning in his book On the Air. 
In addition to the exemplary acting on the show, every aspect of the series—
“sound patterns,” music, etc.—represented the peak of perfection in radio 
drama. Above all, it was the writing that made 
the show the classic it is today. John Meston 
penned 16 scripts that first year...and enjoyed 
the experience so much that he resigned from 
his network job as story editor. Meston was 
joined by such scribes as Les Crutchfield, John 
Dunkel, Kathleen Hite, and Marian Clark (all 
of whom would later work on the small screen 
version as well). William Conrad and Georgia Ellis
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him of his Eastern ways and “make a man out of him.” Heard in this episode are 
Lawrence Dobkin, Sam Edwards, and John Dehner.

CD 3B: “Hound Dog” - December 30, 1956
Karpas Daig’s dog has been killed. Like his late pet, Karpas is old and blind…but 
that won’t stop him from meting out revenge on the canine’s killer. John Dehner 
co-stars in this story, along with Vic Perrin and Dick Beals.

CD 3C: “Devil’s Hindmost” - January 6, 1957
Rancy Weber gets a job at the Long Branch after leaving her abusive husband 
Buck. When a gambler takes an interest in Rancy, Buck swears revenge. Heard 
in this episode are Vic Perrin, Harry Bartell, and Virginia Christine.

CD 4A: “Colleen So Green” - March 3, 1957
Dodge receives a visit from Colleen Tawny, an orphaned Southern belle who’s 
flat broke. There are plenty of men in town willing to lend this beauty a helping 
hand. John Dehner co-stars in this story, along with Jeanne Bates and Ben Wright.

CD 4B: “Saludos” - April 14, 1957
A woman who rode 60 miles into Dodge for medical attention explains that her 
husband was gunned down by a trapper. Dillon and Chester set out in search of 
the man responsible. Heard in this episode are John Dehner, Lawrence Dobkin, 
and James Nusser.

CD 4C: Sheep Dog” - May 12, 1957
Matt must arrest Orlin Barker for attempted murder after a dispute with a man 
during a poker game. However, his father refuses to surrender him to the law. 
Ralph Moody co-stars in this story, along with Ben Wright and Vic Perrin.

CD 5A: “One Night Stand” - May 19, 1957
Ben Argo arrives in Dodge with lots of gold...and a suspicion that he may have 
been followed. After he kills a man, Matt starts to suspect that Argo’s story 
doesn’t quite add up. Heard in this episode are Lawrence Dobkin, John Dehner, 
and Harry Bartell.

CD 5B: “Big Hands” - August 4, 1957
Martha Rudker rides into Dodge with the body of her husband in the back of her 
wagon. She describes the killer as a stranger with big, powerful shoulders...an 
apt description of Bull Logan, a newcomer in town. Vic Perrin and James Nusser 
co-star in this story.

While the television Gunsmoke was still going strong, the radio original 
signed off on June 18, 1961. Syndicated columnist Hal Humphrey eulogized: 
“Probably no program in the annals of broadcasting ever had more influence on 
the entertainment we’ve witnessed during the past five years...Many Gunsmoke 
episodes are minor classics and did as much for the real Old West as Paddy 
Chayefsky did for New York’s Lower East Side.” We think you’ll agree as you 
listen to these vintage broadcasts.

The following Gunsmoke broadcasts star William Conrad as Marshal Matt 
Dillon, with Parley Baer as Chester, Howard McNear as Doc, and Georgia 
Ellis as Kitty. George Walsh is the announcer. The series is produced and 
directed by Norman Macdonnell.

CD 1A: “Dirty Bill’s Girl” - October 28, 1956
Rose is the new blackjack dealer at the Long Branch. She has spent years searching 
for someone while she’s moved from town to town...and she plans to kill him. 
Heard in this episode are Virginia Christine (below), Vic Perrin, and John Dehner.

CD 1B: “Pretty Mama” - November 11, 1956
Hank Marble has been killed. A line rider named Jack Teague is rumored to have 
developed a romantic attachment to Mrs. Marble. Jeanne Bates co-stars in this 
story, along with Butch Bernard and John Dehner.

CD 2A: “Brother Whelp” - November 18, 1956
Stedman Rutger has returned to Dodge after an absence of six years. He’s about 
to discover that his brother Tom has inherited the family ranch…and is married 
to Sted’s former fiancée. Heard in this episode are Lawrence Dobkin, Vic Perrin, 
and Lillian Buyeff.

CD 2B: “Speak to Me Fair” - December 2, 1956
Silas Traitch has been demanding that Dillon investigate 
the disappearance of cattle from his ranch. Before 
Matt can ride out to investigate, however, he and Doc 
encounter a young Kiowa boy...whose tongue has been 
cut out. Harry Bartell co-stars in this story, along with 
Vic Perrin and John Dehner.

CD 3A: “Braggart’s Boy” - December 9, 1956
Tom Cleveland has been living in Philadelphia since he 
was five. Now, his estranged father is determined to rid Virginia Christine
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CD 5C: “Jobe’s Son” - September 1, 1957
Jobe Harley has grown old, sick and tired. His son Tad has returned home after 
a four-year absence…but he’s always been a problem child. It seems that the 
passage of time has only made him worse. Heard in this episode are John Dehner 
(right), Sam Edwards, and Harry Bartell.

CD 6A: “Looney McCluny” - September 8, 1957
Old Pop McCluny depends on Doc to provide free assaying services for 
the pyrite he digs out of the ground. Doc hasn’t the heart to tell him that his 
worthless diggings are “fool’s gold.” But if that’s all it is, than why is the old 
codger murdered? Virginia Gregg co-stars, along with Lawrence Dobkin, and 
Jess Kilpatrick.

CD 6B: “Child Labor” - September 15, 1957
Dillon arranges for a pair of orphaned boys to get food, shelter, and a job at the 
livery stable. The trouble starts when an unscrupulous rancher hires the two to 
break some wild horses. Heard in this episode are Sam Edwards, Dick Beals, 
and James Nusser.

CD 6C: The Rooks” - October 6, 1957
Matt takes ill just as Jess and Clate Rook come to town for a shooting spree. 
When the cowhands gun down a man without provocation, Matt must rise and 
do his duty. John Dehner co-stars in this story, along with James Nusser, Harry 
Bartell, Vic Perrin, Barney Phillips, Don Diamond, and Lawrence Dobkin.

CD 7A: “The Margin” - October 13, 1957
Dillon releases Grody Beck from the lock-up after Flagg Miller’s charge of cattle 
stealing is dismissed due to a lack of evidence. Miller is still convinced that Beck 
is guilty...and is determined to take the law into his own hands. Heard in this 
episode are Vic Perrin, John Dehner, and Harry Bartell.

CD 7B: “Man and Boy” - October 27, 1957
Chester mistakes young Crowley Tobin for a hired gun when Tobin arrives in 
Dodge City. Crowley’s actually a special deputy from California, in Dodge to 
bring in outlaw Jess Richer—a task that will prove to be tougher than the greenhorn 
lawman has anticipated. Vic Perrin and Harry Bartell co-star in this story.

CD 7C: “Gunshy” - November 10, 1957
Baltimore-born Tom Wilson is out of his element on the prairie. Farmer Rafe 
Mayfield had to chase Tom off his land after a series of mishaps. Tom has been 

Howard McNear also worked on Gunsmoke’s first broadcast, portraying a doctor 
who took ghoulish glee in the town’s body count. (As Dodge’s unofficial coroner, 
he stood to profit handsomely from the related fees.) This macabre interpretation 
tickled Conrad, who compared McNear’s character to something out of a Charles 
Addams cartoon. And so, Dodge’s medico became “Charles Adams”—and while 
Doc continued to keep official death certificates at the ready, his character would 
be fleshed out as a curmudgeonly but compassionate man.

The fourth and final member of Gunsmoke’s starring quartet wasn’t acknowledged 
as a regular until the show’s 17th broadcast, “The Lynching” (08/16/52). 
Georgia Ellis (below), the actress that played “Kitty Russell,” did appear on 
the first show (as an unnamed saloon girl). Kitty was once described by Norm 
Macdonnell as “just someone Matt has to visit every once a while.” Unlike the 
chaste relationship between Matt and Kitty on the TV version of Gunsmoke, 
the radio version offered a more mature (and delightfully underplayed) rapport. 
Ellis herself commented: “They were lovers. The best kind, because they truly 
understood one another, so there wasn’t need for too much talk.”

Conrad, Baer, McNear, and Ellis collaborated with Meston and Macdonnell to 
develop their characters to their fullest. Meston once recalled in an interview 
that after recording each show, “We would discuss characters; why they should 
not do this or that; how they should behave. It was kind of a joint effort.” 
The supporting cast was invested in the show as well. Nearly 30 performers 
accounted for 90 percent of the supporting appearances—including John Dehner, 
Vic Perrin, Harry Bartell, Lawrence Dobkin, Virginia Gregg, and Jeanette Nolan, 
among others. 

“[A]mong radio people Gunsmoke is routinely placed among the best shows of 
any kind and any time,” noted author John Dunning in his book On the Air. 
In addition to the exemplary acting on the show, every aspect of the series—
“sound patterns,” music, etc.—represented the peak of perfection in radio 
drama. Above all, it was the writing that made 
the show the classic it is today. John Meston 
penned 16 scripts that first year...and enjoyed 
the experience so much that he resigned from 
his network job as story editor. Meston was 
joined by such scribes as Les Crutchfield, John 
Dunkel, Kathleen Hite, and Marian Clark (all 
of whom would later work on the small screen 
version as well). William Conrad and Georgia Ellis
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Collins may be responsible for Oney’s disappearance. John Dehner co-stars in 
this story, along with Harry Bartell and Lawrence Dobkin.

CD 8B: “One for Lee” - January 26, 1958
Senator Barkley Hooper no sooner steps off the train in Dodge when he’s the target 
of an unsuccessful assassination attempt! The would-be killer is mild-mannered 
Willie Angel, a sheepherder who lost two brothers under Hooper’s command in 
the Civil War. Heard in this episode are John Dehner and Ralph Moody.

CD 9A: “Kitty’s Killing” - February 2, 1958
Jacob Leech, a devoutly religious man, has come to Dodge to “extract the Lord’s 
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released from prison. His ex-wife Holly, who couldn’t be bothered to testify as 
to his innocence, has married a gambler during his absence. Heard in this episode 
are Jeanne Bates and Lawrence Dobkin.

CD 9C: “Laughing Gas” - March 9, 1958
A former gunman named Ernie Stubblefield has 
promised his wife that he would quit operating a 
nitrous oxide show. But he runs afoul of three Dodge 
City bullies who are out for revenge after Cloud Marsh 
is made to look a fool during the demonstration. John 
Dehner, Ralph Moody, Lawrence Dobkin, Harry 
Bartell, and Vic Perrin co-star in this story.

CD 10A: “Real Sent Sonny” - March 16, 1958
Young Sonny Garnett tries to kill Dillon...and when John DehnerParley Baer



GUNSMOKE
Dead or Alive
Program Guide by Ivan G. Shreve, Jr.

The radio origins of Gunsmoke can be traced to the late 1940s, when CBS 
chairman William S. Paley suggested to his programming department that they 
create a “Philip Marlowe in the early West.” It would take the vision of two 
other men, Norman Macdonnell and John Meston, to bring the idea for an adult 
western to fruition. Macdonnell, one of the network’s most creative director-
producers, was in charge of such programs as Escape and Philip Marlowe. 
Meston, who worked at CBS as a story editor, was an excellent writer with a 
lifelong love for the Old West.

Meston and Macdonnell initially tested out their concept for an “adult west-
ern” by adapting the Ernest Haycock story “Wild Jack Rhett” for Escape on 
December 22, 1950. Norm was also director-producer on the anthology series 
Romance, and the duo put together an episode called “Pagosa” for an August 6, 
1951 broadcast of that program. The similarities between “Pagosa” (in which a 
laconic man becomes the sheriff of a Western town) and what eventually became 

Gunsmoke are quite striking. 
The lawman in “Pagosa,” Jeff 
Spain, was pitched to CBS as 
the main character in a stand-
alone series. That’s when John 
and Norm learned that another 
Western drama had been in 
the works. The main charac-
ter in that project was going 
to be “Mark Dillon.” The net-
work thought that “Jeff Spain” 
sounded too villainous, and 
Meston agreed to change the 
last name to Dillon…as long 
as the first name was changed 
to the less modern-sounding 
“Matt.”

he fails, Matt tosses him in a cell. But Matt 
decides to release Garnett in the hopes that 
he’ll lead him to Nate Skyler, the outlaw who 
put Sonny up to the shooting in the first place. 
Heard in this episode are Sam Edwards, Harry 
Bartell, and Barney Phillips.

CD 10B: “Indian” - March 23, 1958
Matt and Chester find the body of a Pawnee Indian who 
had been shot in both knees. The wife of the murdered man 
tells Matt that the victim’s brother saw the killer -- a man 
named Egert, who’s been loudly boasting in Dodge about 
how much he hates Indians.  Harry Bartell and Ralph Moody 
co-star in this story.

CD 10C: “Livvie’s Loss” - April 13, 1958
Livvie’s greatest fear is that her son will turn out to be a drunken no-good like 
his father. To keep her son off the road to perdition, she publicly vows to burn 
down every bar in Kansas. So when a saloon goes up in flames, Livvie becomes 
the number one suspect. Heard in this episode are John Dehner, Sam Edwards, 
Harry Bartell, Vic Perrin, and Jeanette Nolan (above).
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Jeanette Nolan

William Conrad as Marshal 
Matt Dillon
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