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JACK BENNY
Neighbors

Program Guide by Laura Leff

The most frequent guest stars on the Jack Benny radio program were Ronald and
Benita Colman, who appeared a total of 20 times. The interplay between the
Colmans’ cultured English accents and manners against Jack’s mercenary
enterprises and opportunistic “borrowing” provided tremendous fodder for
humor. What made this combination work so well, creating so many of the most
beloved episodes of the Benny program?

To answer that question, it helps to know more about the evolution of the
character that Jack Benny portrayed. He had not always been the penny-
pinching, Maxwell-driving character that most people recall. His earliest work

in vaudeville saw him
in a non-speaking role,
playing violin with piano
accompaniment. He and
his first partner, Cora
Salisbury, billed themselves
as “Salisbury and Benny:
From Grand Opera to
Ragtime.” They were
well-dressed and played
serious musical numbers,
with a few theatrical
flourishes (such as Jack
rolling his eyes to punctuate
a musical passage). The
juxtaposition of high and
low art was unintentionally
prophetic.

By 1920, Jack was newly
out of the Navy and
attempting to form a new
duo with a fellow sailor,
pianist Zez Confrey

Mr. and Mrs. Colman
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(composer of “Kitten on the Keys”). They had performed together in The Great
Lakes Naval Revue—Jack’s first speaking comedy role. When the Navy
wouldn’t release Confrey, Jack started a solo act. He billed himself as “Ben K.
Benny: Fiddle Funology,” combining his violin playing and comedy.

Jack’s mix of comedy and violin playing tended to keep him a class away from
the knockabout, “baggy pants” comedians. At this time, Frank Fay was making
a name for himself as a well-dressed, wisecracking Master of Ceremonies. This
style suited Jack—as well as others, including Bob Hope and Georgie Price—
and he evolved in a similar vein with the help of gag writers Harry Conn and Al
Boasberg. This is the personae Jack had on his first radio program (May 2, 1932)
for Canada Dry. On this show, he was making jokes about bandleader George
Olsen being cheap and driving an old car—an ironic start, since Jack would later
be the butt of such jokes himself.

While Jack’s character was smooth and well-dressed, he was clearly a pretender.
He was making fun and taking advantage of others in order to improve his own
lot. This can be seen in the comedy short Broadway Romeo, in which Jack tricks
a fellow diner patron into picking up his check. Conn continued as Jack’s main
writer until early 1936, and slowly developed the character into one that was an
occasional target for jokes. When Ed Beloin and Bill Morrow took over the
writing of the show from Conn, the character turned much more quickly into
something recognizable as the familiar Benny persona.

The first mention of Ronald Colman being in Jack’s neighborhood came on
October 30, 1938. Jack was getting ready for trick-or-treaters. Mary arrived and
told him that kids just tore down the sign out in front of his house (advertising
25 cents admission). Jack asked if she saw who it was, and she responded,
“Ronnie Colman, Wally Beery, Bobby Taylor, and the Barrymore brothers.”

Another Colman reference came on
December 25, 1938 when Jack was
throwing a Christmas party and
received regret telegrams from various
celebrities, including one from Ronald
Colman addressed “Dear Sir…” Jack
comments, “He lives right in back of
me.” So, the Colmans were then
positioned one house over.

From 1937-38, Ronald Colman had a
string of three legendary movie
performances: Lost Horizon (parodied
on the November 21, 1937 Benny
program with Jack in Colman’s role),

On March 28, 1948, it was Ronald
Colman’s Oscar that Jack was carrying
when he was held up by a robber
demanding, “Your money or your life.”
The denouement of the storyline,
through which Jack goes to
extraordinary lengths to cover up the
loss, comes on May 9th when it was
finally revealed that…well, just listen
to the show and you’ll find out.

The Colmans made only one appearance on Jack’s television program, on
November 4, 1956. This was a slight reworking of the Colmans’ original radio
appearance of December 9, 1945. Appropriately, the actor playing Jack
Wellington (Eric Snowden) in 1945 played Sherwood the butler in 1956. It was
a beautiful visual restructuring of the script, and leaves you wishing that they had
been able to realize more of the Colmans’ radio shows on television. Sadly,
Ronald Colman’s passing from pneumonia on May 19, 1958 made this
impossible.

On December 11, 1960, the mantle of Ronnie and Benita was taken up by Jimmy
and Gloria Stewart. The couple did a television reworking of the February 3,
1946 Colmans script (in which they encounter Jack at a violin concert). The
dynamic with the Stewarts was not exactly the same, as Jimmy’s “everyman”
style contrasted with Ronnie’s “upper crust” image. However, Jack’s antics
were equally able to drive them to frustration. Just as the Colmans were Jack’s
most frequent radio guests, the Stewarts went on to become Jack’s most frequent
television guests, recreating several of the Colmans’ episodes and appearing
together on a total of seven programs.

The Colmans’ appearances on Benny’s radio series have become among the
best-loved episodes of many listeners. The comedy of manners between Jack’s
failed attempts to convey himself as a sophisticate, plus the Colmans’ continual
frustration at their neighbor’s violin practice, persistent borrowing, and decrepit
automobile remains evergreen.

Episodes Included in This Collection

CD 1
A: Jack Is Invited to the Colman’s for Dinner 12-09-45
B: The English Butler 12-23-45

Ronald and Benita at home with their daughter, Juliet, in 1944.

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone
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The Colmans’ next appearance, on
December 23, 1945, is on par with their
first. Jack, wanting to return their favor,
invited his neighbors to dinner at his
house - despite the increasing crush of
hate mail that was crowding the
place. Again, Jack tried to rise to
the occasion, donning a swallowtail
coat and hiring a completely
incomprehensible formal English
butler named Bertrand Forthingworth
(but called “Nottingham”). The
program ends on a graceful note,
commensurate with post-war hopes, as
Ronnie offers a toast: “We must always
hold before us the thought that men

everywhere are our neighbors, and their right to life and freedom is as precious
to them as ours is to us. So, here’s a toast to all the people in the world. May
we, by working together for a lofty purpose and with God’s help, achieve the
goal that mankind for twenty centuries has striven for…Peace on Earth, Good
Will to Men.”

The following Colman appearance, on February 3, 1946, coincides with the end
of the contest. Jack and the Colmans encounter each other at an Isaac Stern violin
concert, during which Jack tries to attract the Colmans’ attention by dropping
peanut shells (and subsequently his toupee) on them from the balcony. After the
show, Jack and Ronnie’s coats are switched. Colman finds the winning entry of
the “I Can’t Stand Jack Benny” contest in Jack’s pocket, and reads it aloud.
Colman, with his refined tones, provides the perfect voice to deliver the words
that so completely sum up the success of the Benny program.

Perhaps by a combination of the Colmans’ participation and pure good luck,
their appearances gave rise to some of the landmark episodes of the Benny
program. On April 27, 1947, Benita is credited with the third longest laugh ever
on the Benny radio program, clocking in at an impressive 31 seconds. This was
evoked when Ronnie mentions Phil Harris’ orchestra, and Benita responds with,
“Please Ronnie, I’m eating!” This line is lifted almost verbatim into the 1950
Warner Brothers cartoon Strife With Father*, in which the Colmans play English
sparrows who are saddled with a Mortimer Snerd-evoking “son” voiced by Mel
Blanc.

* A tip of the pen to Martin Gostanian for this connection.

6 3

The Prisoner of Zenda (which found Colman
swashbuckling with Douglas Faribanks, Jr.), and If I
Were King (with co-star Basil Rathbone). He had
married Benita Hume on September 30, 1938 after a
tempestuous first marriage to actress Thelma Raye.
(Colman had separated from Raye in 1923, but they
did not divorce until 1934). Colman’s refined and
dashing image could play an excellent “grand opera”
to Jack’s “ragtime,” solely by the mention of his
name.

References to Ronald Colman continued to surface
occasionally. Jack was preparing to go to New York
on the April 14, 1940 program, and before leaving the
house he said goodbye to Ronald Colman…several times, casually. Finally, he
shouted, “Goodbye, Mr. Colman!” He received the cold (and unaccented)
response of, “That’s more like it. Good BYE!” The actor playing Colman is
unidentified, but it is the first effective speaking role for Colman as Jack’s
neighbor. The first mention of Jack borrowing things from the Colmans (without
returning them) came on January 26, 1941, when Jack was packing for another
trip to New York.

On February 2, 1941, Jack did not appear on the show, and Don asserted that he
hadn’t returned from his trip to New York. Jack’s stand-in was Herbert Marshall,
a busy and distinguished British actor who was similar to Ronald Colman. The
Benny cast discussed how excited they were to be working with Marshall, and
proceeded to fawn over him upon his arrival. Marshall revealed that he knew
Jack as a source for Christmas cards, and that Jack had arranged to have him
brought over in his Maxwell. It is lost to time whether this role was originally
envisioned for Ronald Colman, but the connection is inescapable since Colman
had been mentioned on the prior program.

The following two weeks saw Jack’s return, his jealousy of Marshall, and his
need to compete with him for both the cast’s and the sponsor’s affections—a
dynamic that would be repeated with Orson Welles in March and April of 1943.
Even Fred Allen had been heard saying that Marshall’s appearance was the “first
time [the Benny program] had any class to it.” For Jack’s birthday dinner on
February 16, Marshall made his final appearance - giving Jack gold cufflinks,
and being served sardines in return. Marshall admired Jack’s punchbowl, and
noted that it belonged to…Ronald Colman. References to Colman continued
with some regularity through the end of 1941.

It is unknown exactly why the Colman references disappeared after 1941. Some
of the shows were being broadcast from military bases, taking Jack away from

Jack with Ronald and Benita

Ronald Colman
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his home setting where he could encounter his neighbor. Shows that were done
in the studio frequently featured skits during the first half of 1942. Writer Bill
Morrow had to go into the military at the end of the 1942-43 season, despite
Jack’s best efforts to retain him. Ed Beloin, his long-time writing partner, stayed
on to a limited degree during the 1943-44 season, playing Jack’s crazy boarder,
Mr. Billingsley. It is likely that he also helped the new writing staff of George
Balzer, Sam Perrin, Milt Josefsberg, and John Tackaberry coalesce and figure
out how to tackle the task of writing a weekly top-rated comedy program with a
well-recognized cast of characters.

The Jack Benny Program had been one of the two top-rated radio programs from
1936 to 1941, but the onset of the war saw it slipping to fifth and sixth place as
Bob Hope, Charlie McCarthy, Fibber McGee, and Red Skelton battled it out for
the top spots. This is sometimes regarded as the reason why at least one General
Foods executive became critical of the Benny program in early 1943, telling Jack
to “watch it.” Jack did not appreciate micromanagement by his sponsor, having
single-handedly saved the Jell-O brand in the 1930’s, and having represented
them well for ten years. As a result, at the end of the 1943-44 season, Jack
switched from General Foods to the American Tobacco Company and its key
product, Lucky Strike. By the 1944-45 season, Walter Winchell had risen to
number four in the Hooper ratings, and Jack was in a tie with Charlie McCarthy
for seventh place.

Late in 1945, the Colmans resurfaced as a presence in the life of Jack’s radio
character. On October 21, 1945, after a day at the race track, Jack dreamed that
he bet $85,000 on a long-shot horse named “Challenge Me.” The following
week, Jack’s overly-enthusiastic and eccentrically imaginative publicity agent,
Steve Bradley, had movie columnist Erskine Johnson (played by the man
himself) announce that Jack had won $646,000 on the bet. Bradley wanted to
turn Jack’s image into that of a big spender, and this precipitated a series of
events over multiple shows, including Jack being held up in his own home. By

November 4th, Jack was ill over the
robbery and was drowning his sorrows
in Sympathy Soothing Syrup. When an
IRS man showed up at Jack’s home,
Jack mistook him for a United Press
reporter and boasted about his winnings
to keep up Bradley’s ruse. Rochester,
aware of the situation, but unable to
quell Jack’s enthusiastic bragging,
phoned Jack from the Colman’s house
to warn him that he was talking to an
IRS man.

The writers were struggling to figure out the magic formula to counteract Jack’s
slippage in the ratings. Then, out of a vacuum of inspiration came gold, as
George Balzer recalled:

“Usually when we got off the air on Sunday night, we never
knew what we were going to do the next Sunday in radio.
But somehow by Tuesday, we’d get an idea…Well, this one
week, Tuesday afternoon came and we didn’t think of
anything. Wednesday morning, we went over to Jack’s
house and said, ‘Nothing’s happening. Maybe if we all sit
here together for a while, something will come up.’ Well, we
have no show for Sunday, and it’s now getting about noon
on Wednesday. I think it was Sam, my partner, said to Jack,
‘Why don’t we have a contest where we ask our listeners to
write lyrics for a song. Then our musical director, Mahlon
Merrick, can put a melody to them; and then, we’ll just have
that kind of a contest.’ Jack says, ‘No, I don’t want to go
through that.’ So we’re thinking a little bit more, and I said,
‘Jack, I have an idea. You know, we hear so much on the
radio—I like so-n-so toothpaste in twenty-five words or less,
and then you win a prize; or you like so-n-so potato chips in
twenty-five words or less. Why don’t we do this: we’ll ask
people to write in and say, “I can’t stand Jack Benny” in
twenty-five words or less, and give them a prize!’ There’s
absolute silence in the room. Silence. The other three writers
look at me. I don’t know what to do. And Jack is looking at
me. And he gets up out of his chair, and he walks across the
room, puts his hand on my shoulder, and he says, ‘That’s it.
That’s what we’re gonna do.’ We said, ‘Jack, you can’t…’
He said, ‘That’s what we’re gonna do. And not in twenty-
five words or less. We’re gonna give them FIFTY words or
less.’ And we did it. We were looking for one show. We ran
that for eleven weeks.”

The contest was announced on December 2, 1945. By the following week, the
gang was awash in entries and sorting them at Jack’s house. But, in the midst of
the chaos of envelopes, Jack finds an invitation to dinner at the Colmans on his
back porch. He dons his best dinner clothes and walks next door for the first
official appearance of Ronald and Benita Colman on the Benny program, never
suspecting that the “Jack” to whom the invitation was addressed (and
subsequently carried off course by a breeze) was actually their old friend Jack
Wellington. The program is one of the best in the entire Benny radio run, with
Jack hopelessly out of place among the upscale and well-educated Brits, but
trying his best to rise to the occasion.Jack Benny and Eddie “Rochester” Anderson
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The Colmans’ next appearance, on
December 23, 1945, is on par with their
first. Jack, wanting to return their favor,
invited his neighbors to dinner at his
house - despite the increasing crush of
hate mail that was crowding the
place. Again, Jack tried to rise to
the occasion, donning a swallowtail
coat and hiring a completely
incomprehensible formal English
butler named Bertrand Forthingworth
(but called “Nottingham”). The
program ends on a graceful note,
commensurate with post-war hopes, as
Ronnie offers a toast: “We must always
hold before us the thought that men

everywhere are our neighbors, and their right to life and freedom is as precious
to them as ours is to us. So, here’s a toast to all the people in the world. May
we, by working together for a lofty purpose and with God’s help, achieve the
goal that mankind for twenty centuries has striven for…Peace on Earth, Good
Will to Men.”

The following Colman appearance, on February 3, 1946, coincides with the end
of the contest. Jack and the Colmans encounter each other at an Isaac Stern violin
concert, during which Jack tries to attract the Colmans’ attention by dropping
peanut shells (and subsequently his toupee) on them from the balcony. After the
show, Jack and Ronnie’s coats are switched. Colman finds the winning entry of
the “I Can’t Stand Jack Benny” contest in Jack’s pocket, and reads it aloud.
Colman, with his refined tones, provides the perfect voice to deliver the words
that so completely sum up the success of the Benny program.

Perhaps by a combination of the Colmans’ participation and pure good luck,
their appearances gave rise to some of the landmark episodes of the Benny
program. On April 27, 1947, Benita is credited with the third longest laugh ever
on the Benny radio program, clocking in at an impressive 31 seconds. This was
evoked when Ronnie mentions Phil Harris’ orchestra, and Benita responds with,
“Please Ronnie, I’m eating!” This line is lifted almost verbatim into the 1950
Warner Brothers cartoon Strife With Father*, in which the Colmans play English
sparrows who are saddled with a Mortimer Snerd-evoking “son” voiced by Mel
Blanc.

* A tip of the pen to Martin Gostanian for this connection.
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The Prisoner of Zenda (which found Colman
swashbuckling with Douglas Faribanks, Jr.), and If I
Were King (with co-star Basil Rathbone). He had
married Benita Hume on September 30, 1938 after a
tempestuous first marriage to actress Thelma Raye.
(Colman had separated from Raye in 1923, but they
did not divorce until 1934). Colman’s refined and
dashing image could play an excellent “grand opera”
to Jack’s “ragtime,” solely by the mention of his
name.

References to Ronald Colman continued to surface
occasionally. Jack was preparing to go to New York
on the April 14, 1940 program, and before leaving the
house he said goodbye to Ronald Colman…several times, casually. Finally, he
shouted, “Goodbye, Mr. Colman!” He received the cold (and unaccented)
response of, “That’s more like it. Good BYE!” The actor playing Colman is
unidentified, but it is the first effective speaking role for Colman as Jack’s
neighbor. The first mention of Jack borrowing things from the Colmans (without
returning them) came on January 26, 1941, when Jack was packing for another
trip to New York.

On February 2, 1941, Jack did not appear on the show, and Don asserted that he
hadn’t returned from his trip to New York. Jack’s stand-in was Herbert Marshall,
a busy and distinguished British actor who was similar to Ronald Colman. The
Benny cast discussed how excited they were to be working with Marshall, and
proceeded to fawn over him upon his arrival. Marshall revealed that he knew
Jack as a source for Christmas cards, and that Jack had arranged to have him
brought over in his Maxwell. It is lost to time whether this role was originally
envisioned for Ronald Colman, but the connection is inescapable since Colman
had been mentioned on the prior program.

The following two weeks saw Jack’s return, his jealousy of Marshall, and his
need to compete with him for both the cast’s and the sponsor’s affections—a
dynamic that would be repeated with Orson Welles in March and April of 1943.
Even Fred Allen had been heard saying that Marshall’s appearance was the “first
time [the Benny program] had any class to it.” For Jack’s birthday dinner on
February 16, Marshall made his final appearance - giving Jack gold cufflinks,
and being served sardines in return. Marshall admired Jack’s punchbowl, and
noted that it belonged to…Ronald Colman. References to Colman continued
with some regularity through the end of 1941.

It is unknown exactly why the Colman references disappeared after 1941. Some
of the shows were being broadcast from military bases, taking Jack away from

Jack with Ronald and Benita

Ronald Colman

jack_benny_neighbors.qxd:8 pg. Booklet  8/26/10  2:56 PM  Page 3



2 7

(composer of “Kitten on the Keys”). They had performed together in The Great
Lakes Naval Revue—Jack’s first speaking comedy role. When the Navy
wouldn’t release Confrey, Jack started a solo act. He billed himself as “Ben K.
Benny: Fiddle Funology,” combining his violin playing and comedy.

Jack’s mix of comedy and violin playing tended to keep him a class away from
the knockabout, “baggy pants” comedians. At this time, Frank Fay was making
a name for himself as a well-dressed, wisecracking Master of Ceremonies. This
style suited Jack—as well as others, including Bob Hope and Georgie Price—
and he evolved in a similar vein with the help of gag writers Harry Conn and Al
Boasberg. This is the personae Jack had on his first radio program (May 2, 1932)
for Canada Dry. On this show, he was making jokes about bandleader George
Olsen being cheap and driving an old car—an ironic start, since Jack would later
be the butt of such jokes himself.

While Jack’s character was smooth and well-dressed, he was clearly a pretender.
He was making fun and taking advantage of others in order to improve his own
lot. This can be seen in the comedy short Broadway Romeo, in which Jack tricks
a fellow diner patron into picking up his check. Conn continued as Jack’s main
writer until early 1936, and slowly developed the character into one that was an
occasional target for jokes. When Ed Beloin and Bill Morrow took over the
writing of the show from Conn, the character turned much more quickly into
something recognizable as the familiar Benny persona.

The first mention of Ronald Colman being in Jack’s neighborhood came on
October 30, 1938. Jack was getting ready for trick-or-treaters. Mary arrived and
told him that kids just tore down the sign out in front of his house (advertising
25 cents admission). Jack asked if she saw who it was, and she responded,
“Ronnie Colman, Wally Beery, Bobby Taylor, and the Barrymore brothers.”

Another Colman reference came on
December 25, 1938 when Jack was
throwing a Christmas party and
received regret telegrams from various
celebrities, including one from Ronald
Colman addressed “Dear Sir…” Jack
comments, “He lives right in back of
me.” So, the Colmans were then
positioned one house over.

From 1937-38, Ronald Colman had a
string of three legendary movie
performances: Lost Horizon (parodied
on the November 21, 1937 Benny
program with Jack in Colman’s role),

On March 28, 1948, it was Ronald
Colman’s Oscar that Jack was carrying
when he was held up by a robber
demanding, “Your money or your life.”
The denouement of the storyline,
through which Jack goes to
extraordinary lengths to cover up the
loss, comes on May 9th when it was
finally revealed that…well, just listen
to the show and you’ll find out.

The Colmans made only one appearance on Jack’s television program, on
November 4, 1956. This was a slight reworking of the Colmans’ original radio
appearance of December 9, 1945. Appropriately, the actor playing Jack
Wellington (Eric Snowden) in 1945 played Sherwood the butler in 1956. It was
a beautiful visual restructuring of the script, and leaves you wishing that they had
been able to realize more of the Colmans’ radio shows on television. Sadly,
Ronald Colman’s passing from pneumonia on May 19, 1958 made this
impossible.

On December 11, 1960, the mantle of Ronnie and Benita was taken up by Jimmy
and Gloria Stewart. The couple did a television reworking of the February 3,
1946 Colmans script (in which they encounter Jack at a violin concert). The
dynamic with the Stewarts was not exactly the same, as Jimmy’s “everyman”
style contrasted with Ronnie’s “upper crust” image. However, Jack’s antics
were equally able to drive them to frustration. Just as the Colmans were Jack’s
most frequent radio guests, the Stewarts went on to become Jack’s most frequent
television guests, recreating several of the Colmans’ episodes and appearing
together on a total of seven programs.

The Colmans’ appearances on Benny’s radio series have become among the
best-loved episodes of many listeners. The comedy of manners between Jack’s
failed attempts to convey himself as a sophisticate, plus the Colmans’ continual
frustration at their neighbor’s violin practice, persistent borrowing, and decrepit
automobile remains evergreen.

Episodes Included in This Collection

CD 1
A: Jack Is Invited to the Colman’s for Dinner 12-09-45
B: The English Butler 12-23-45

Ronald and Benita at home with their daughter, Juliet, in 1944.

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone
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CD 2
A: Contest Winners Names Announced 02-03-46
B: Violin Practice Interrupts Ronald Colman’s Rehearsal
04-14-46

CD 3
A: Guests: Leo Durocher, Ronald and Bonita Colman
11-17-46
B: Jack’s Birthday Party 02-16-47

CD 4
A: Leaving for Chicago 04-27-47
B: Corner Drug Store 11-09-47

CD 5
A: Jack and Mary See Colman’s Movie 02-01-48
B: Jack Is Robbed of Ronald Colman’s Oscar 03-28-48

CD 6
A: Charlie’s Aunt 04-25-48
B: Ronald Colman’s Oscar Is Returned 05-09-48

CD 7
A: The Colman’s Have Dinner at Jack’s 10-24-48
B: A Day at the Races 03-06-49

CD 8
A: How Jack Met the Colmans 10-29-50
B: The IRS Visits Jack Because He Spent Seventeen Dollars on Entertainment 04-15-51

Laura Leff is the President of the International Jack Benny Fan Club, and author
of the most in depth and comprehensive books that log the Jack Benny radio
programs, 39 Forever Volume 1 and 39 Forever Volume 2.

www.RadioSpirits.com
PO Box 1315, Little Falls, NJ 07424

Audio programs © 2010 Trust “C” under Will of Jack Benny, under license from
Trust “C” under Will of Jack Benny. All Rights Reserved.
Manufactured under exclusive license by Radio Spirits.

Program Guide © 2010 Laura Leff and RSPT LLC. All Rights Reserved.
44772

JACK BENNY
Neighbors

Program Guide by Laura Leff

The most frequent guest stars on the Jack Benny radio program were Ronald and
Benita Colman, who appeared a total of 20 times. The interplay between the
Colmans’ cultured English accents and manners against Jack’s mercenary
enterprises and opportunistic “borrowing” provided tremendous fodder for
humor. What made this combination work so well, creating so many of the most
beloved episodes of the Benny program?

To answer that question, it helps to know more about the evolution of the
character that Jack Benny portrayed. He had not always been the penny-
pinching, Maxwell-driving character that most people recall. His earliest work

in vaudeville saw him
in a non-speaking role,
playing violin with piano
accompaniment. He and
his first partner, Cora
Salisbury, billed themselves
as “Salisbury and Benny:
From Grand Opera to
Ragtime.” They were
well-dressed and played
serious musical numbers,
with a few theatrical
flourishes (such as Jack
rolling his eyes to punctuate
a musical passage). The
juxtaposition of high and
low art was unintentionally
prophetic.

By 1920, Jack was newly
out of the Navy and
attempting to form a new
duo with a fellow sailor,
pianist Zez Confrey

Mr. and Mrs. Colman
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