
THE FALCON
Solves The Case

Program Guide by Ian Dickerson

 The Adventures of the Falcon was one of the longest running radio 
shows of the golden age of radio, with almost five hundred episodes broadcast 
between 1943 and 1954. It was, as you might expect, inspired by the box office 
success of the Falcon films, which debuted in 1941 and would go on to become 
a successful franchise of sixteen movies through the subsequent decade. In June 
of 1942, taking note of the success of the first couple of those films, producer 
Bernard L Schubert secured the radio rights to The Gay Falcon, the short story 
by Michael Arlen that had inspired RKO’s film series.

 However, there would be a ten-month delay between the signing of the 
rights deal and the show making it on to the air. This was unusual in the golden 
age of radio, when many a program made it to broadcast in just a few weeks. 
When the show finally premiered on April 10th, 1943, it did not feature either of 
the Lawrence brothers – the dashing characters who had been the heroes of the 

film series. Instead, it featured 
a private detective by the 
name of Mike Waring. What 
happened?

  Arlen’s short story, 
published in 1940, featured a 
hero called Gay Falcon (who 
was very much a gentleman 
detective). Producer Schubert 
did not rely solely on this 
work for inspiration. Instead, 
he looked to a short series 
of novels by Drexel Drake, 
which had first been published 
in 1936. The hero of those ad-
ventures was a New Yorker by 
the name of Malcolm Wingate, 

CD 7B: The Case of the Unwelcome Wife – 
05/27/1951
When Club owner Richard Wayne is caught with his 
hand in the till, the Falcon tries to help…only to find 
himself suddenly married!

CD 8A: The Case of the Plenty Twenty – 07/25/1951
Beretti, an engraver, had produced some counterfeit 
plates and decided to sell them. When he turns up 
dead, his widow hires the Falcon to investigate. 

CD 8B: The Case of the Broken Key – 07/27/1952
Comrade Robert Forshe was a valued member of the Communist Party in France 
until he quit ten months ago. The party wouldn’t let him go voluntarily, so he 
disappeared. Now he’s turned up in Casablanca with a local girl named Yasmine. 
The communists sent Helen Grant to persuade him to return to the fold…and the 
Americans sent Mike Waring to persuade him to tell the world what communism 
is really like. 

Ian Dickerson grew up reading, watching and listening to the adventures of 
The Saint, The Falcon, Sherlock Holmes, and any other detective he could 
find. He is the author of four books that are available through Radio Spirits: 
Who Is The Falcon?, The Saint On The Radio, Sherlock Holmes: The Lost 
Radio Scripts, and Sherlock Holmes: More Lost Radio Scripts.
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Joan Alexander is heard in "The Case 
of the Unwelcome Wife."
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who fought crime and was known as ‘The Falcon.’ Schubert, it seemed, wanted 
the best of both worlds -- the opportunity to ride on the avalanche of publicity 
generated by the films, while delivering a character that was much better suited 
to radio.

 The show aired on the NBC Blue Network with Texan actor Berry 
Kroeger (below) as Mike Waring. It was written by Gene Wang who, at the time, 
was also writing for radio’s The Adventures of the Thin Man. Wang would go on 
to write the majority of the Falcon’s adventures over the next ten years or so (and 
would also contribute to the character’s TV adventures). A native New Yorker, 
Wang graduated from law school, but never practiced the profession. Wang 
decided to pen scripts for a living instead, and scored his first writing credit for 
Mr. District Attorney. His radio credits included Mr. and Mrs. North, and his TV 
work included both Perry Mason and an adaptation of the Philip Marlowe stories 
by Raymond Chandler. 

 It was Wang who constructed the format of the show’s opening, 
wherein the Falcon -- “that freelance detective who’s always ready with a hand 
for oppressed men and an eye for repressed women,” as the strapline had it 

-- would answer the phone. He would proceed to 
excuse himself from a previous engagement with a 
lovely lady, offering them one of a variety of vibrant 
explanations: “I’ve got to teach some gangster that 
you can’t get away with murder, especially since the 
murder they want to get away with is mine!”

 The show was presented on a sustaining 
basis, which meant that the costs were borne by the 
network. It was both set and recorded in New York, 

which suited the busy Berry just fine -- 
allowing him to take multiple stage and 
radio jobs. All of the exposure was great 
for the actor, but bad for the program. 
Kroeger quit after just three months, 
having been offered a screen test in 
Hollywood. His last episode aired in 
August, and he was succeeded as the 
Falcon by New Yorker James Meighan 
(left), who had been working as an actor 
for well over a decade. This, however, 

CD 4A: The Case of the Puzzling Pinup – 11/19/1950
Charles Sylvester Braden II, a rich boy from New York, falls in love with a not-
so-rich young lady who lives in a rooming house on the west side. When she 
turns down his marriage proposal, he shoots her and then commits suicide. A 
photojournalist is first on the scene, but by the time he gets back to the office, his 
boss tells him that Braden’s body has disappeared. The journalist doesn’t tell his 
boss about the pictures, but uses them to blackmail Braden senior instead.

CD 4B: The Case of the Stooge’s Errand – 11/26/1950
Rod Saunders, a highly unethical boxing promoter, gyps a couple of guys out 
of a substantial amount of money. One of those guys hires the Falcon to find 
Saunders, who soon turns up dead.

CD 5A: The Case of the Raw Deal – 12/10/1950
When a gunman robs a hotel poker game, the Falcon is hired to find the thief. 
But Mike Waring suspects that one of the card players was involved in the heist. 

CD 5B: The Case of the Baby Brother – 12/17/1950
Con woman Diana Wayne decides to hit one last mark before she leaves New 
York. She goes on a date with Roger, the potential sucker, and offers him an 
investment opportunity. But when he kills a man in an attempt to get the money, 
and then dies himself, Roger’s big brother hires the Falcon to track Diana down. 

CD 6A: The Case of the Gangster’s Girl – 03/04/1951
When a girl tries to break up with a boy, it’s left to the Falcon to make sure that 
he doesn’t love her to death. 

CD 6B: The Case of the Talented Texan – 03/25/1951
The Falcon is hired to investigate the death of an old 
man who was killed while crossing the road. The case 
leads him to club owner George Alexander…who is 
not having a good day. 

CD 7A: The Case of the Dutch Doll – 05/13/1951
Dutch’s daughter Beatrice, whom he hasn’t seen for 
ten years, is coming to New York on Friday. When 
he is killed before they can reunite, Beatrice hires the 
Falcon to find her father’s killer. 

Jan Miner is heard in "The Case of the 
Gangster's Girl."

Berry Kroeger

James Meighan
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CD 1A: The Case of the Amorous Bookkeeper – 05/14/1950
Barney Murdock is at work at The Style Center Dress Company on a Sunday. 
He’s called in his partner Lucille Landis, as well. Barney tells her the bad news 
that their bookkeeper Elliott Finch, a “mild little guy,” has ripped them off for 
$30,000 over a period of six months. When Finch skips town, Murdock hires The 
Falcon to find him.

CD 1B: The Case of the Larcenous Lark – 08/23/1950
When Vic Halloran discovers the body of composer Rex Elber, he fears that 
he may be accused of the murder. (As his agent, Halloran had several run-ins 
with the musician.) Rita, Rex’s better half, is also a suspect -- but she fingers his 
business manager George Watkins, who had stolen $50,000 from Elber to pay 
off his gambling debts.

CD 2A: The Case of the Careless Client – 10/15/1950
Private detective Danny Russell’s latest client is Caesar Juliano, who hired him 
to locate a guy named Larry Stratton. But when Juliano tells him to beat Stratton 
up, Russell’s conscience gets the better of him, and he warns Stratton that his life 
may be in danger. When Juliano beats him up instead, Stratton’s girlfriend Eve 
hires the Falcon to protect him.

CD 2B: The Case of the Double Nephews – 10/22/1950
Tom Lacy had worked at one company for years, and was expecting to be made 
manager when the owner retired. But the owner sends one of his nephews, a kid 
with no experience, to run the business. Dissatisfied with this turn of events, Tom 
takes more than $250,000 worth of jewellery from the vault and plans to leave 
for South America. 

CD 3A: The Case of the Double Exposure – 10/29/1950
A hit man named Ford is paid $500 to eliminate Jimmy Arcaro. He gets the job 
done, but is a bit careless…and the victim lives long enough to finger Ford for his 
murder. When Arcaro’s lawyer is reluctant to progress the will, the dead man’s 
protégé hires the Falcon to investigate. 

CD 3B: The Case of the Rich Racketeer – 11/05/1950
Larry Sullivan is convinced that someone is stalking him, and asks the Falcon 
to find out who it is. When Larry is shot and killed, the Falcon stays on the case. 
The suspects include Larry’s wife, his business manager Mr. Garland…not to 
mention Larry’s girlfriend Bonny Shaw and her brother Tom. 

was his first leading role. Unfortunately, not even a change of leading man could 
save the show. By January of 1944, with no sign of a sponsor on the horizon, 
NBC opted to spend their money elsewhere and this first batch of adventures for 
the Falcon was cancelled.

 Mike Waring flew back to the radio just eighteen months later when 
The Adventures of the Falcon was launched on the Mutual Broadcasting System. 
Mutual was a relatively young network which, unlike the others, was run on a 
co-operative basis. During the golden age of radio, it would become home to 
some of the best remembered drama and adventure shows, including The Lone 
Ranger, The Adventures of Superman, The Shadow, and the Falcon’s somewhat 
better-known cousin The Saint.

 The show was sponsored by the American Safety Razor Corporation 
in an attempt to revive the Gem Blades brand in post-war America. Despite the 
18-month hiatus, James Meighan returned to star as Mike Waring. Extensive 
cross-promotion between the Falcon radio show and the Falcon films (which 
were then at their peak in the cinemas) followed. In this incarnation, the show 
would run for well over a hundred episodes, coming to an end in September 
of 1947. Despite a significant increase in ratings -- it was often the top-rated 
show on the Mutual network -- the American Safety Razor Corp. was suffering a 
downturn in their business and ran out of radio advertising dollars.

 A few weeks before the loss of the sponsor had come the loss of James 
Meighan. He was replaced by Les Tremayne (below). No reason was publicly 
given for this change, but (like Berry Kroeger before him) Meighan had a 
growing career both on and off radio. It may simply have been the case that he 
was no longer available due to his involvement in other projects.

 London born actor Les Tremayne has quite 
rightly been called a radio legend. He moved to 
Chicago with his family at the age of four, and landed 
his first radio job at the age of eighteen. He came 
to wider attention in 1936 when he replaced Don 
Ameche as the leading man on The First Nighter, a 
weekly theatre-themed program. It’s been estimated 
that he worked on more than 30,000 broadcasts 
during the 1930s and ‘40s, sometimes doing as many 
as forty-five shows in one week.

Les Tremayne
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hit series to its schedule. The previous year, CBS had charmed away five of 
their biggest attractions…and beaten them to the punch in signing Bing Crosby. 
They’d just landed The Saint, and The Falcon would fit nicely in their line up 
alongside him.

 The first episode of the new series, ‘The Case of the Trumped 
Diamonds,’ aired on May 7th, 1950. In September of that year, Kraft Foods 
took over sponsorship on a one-year contract. (All but one of the shows in this 
collection were first broadcast under that contract.) The announcer for the show 
was Ed Herlihy -- a familiar voice on NBC, who would become the spokesperson 
for Kraft Foods on radio and television into the 1980s. Kraft opted not to renew 
their sponsorship of the series, and NBC would only indulge the unsponsored 
program for a year while they tried to find another sponsor. The Falcon’s last 
adventure on NBC aired on September 14th, 1952.

 With television starting to impact on the radio audience, Mutual had to 
fight hard for listeners—and, consequently, sponsors. The network concocted a 
plan whereby advertisers, rather than sponsoring just one show, could buy slots 
across a multitude of programs. The concept was well enough received to ensure 
that the Falcon would return to the airwaves once more in early 1953.

 Budget restrictions and scheduling conflicts meant that Les Damon 
would not be returning as Waring. This time, he was replaced by George Petrie, 
an American actor whose radio career had kicked into high gear after a stint in 
the Army during the War. Unlike previous incarnations, this version of the series 
saw the Falcon travel abroad -- with episodes set in London, Egypt, and many 
other spots on the globe. Ninety episodes later, the last original episode of The 
Adventures of the Falcon aired in September 1954. Many local radio stations 
would air repeats of the show for years to come, but the Falcon’s radio career had 
come to an end.

Once again the National Broadcasting Company brings you 
The Adventures of the Falcon, dedicated to private investigators 
everywhere. Those hard-hitting detectives who, like Mike Waring, risk 
their lives to aid law enforcement agencies. You met the Falcon first in 
his best-selling novels, then you saw him in his thrilling motion picture 
series and now NBC is happy to bring you his adventures on the air. 

 His first outing as the Falcon was broadcast on August 5th, 1947. 
However, even a radio legend can’t save a show without a sponsor…and just 
seven episodes later, the show was once again off the air. Of course, Mutual 
could have produced the show on a sustaining basis, but their budget was spent 
elsewhere. In fact, the network was supporting Scotland Yard, a detective show 
starring former Sherlock Holmes actor Basil Rathbone. When 388 Mutual 
stations protested the absence of the Falcon, though, that changed. Scotland 
Yard was cancelled and The Adventures of the Falcon returned to the airwaves 
in January of 1948 (on a long-term contract that would see him through to the 
spring of 1950).

 Ratings for the show continued their steady climb, undoubtedly due to 
strategic cross-promotions with other Mutual shows. For example, in the episode 
titled ‘Murder is a Dead Giveaway,’ Mike Waring teamed up with Nick Carter, 
the eponymous hero of a long running Mutual radio show. In addition, Tremayne 
would often guest star on the Mutual show Quick as a Flash. Change came to the 
show at the end of 1949 when Anahist, an antihistamine cold remedy, agreed to 
sponsor the show. With the acquisition of a sponsor came yet another change in 
leading man, with Les Damon (below) taking over the title role. 

 Damon had begun acting in the early 1930s, and became an apprentice 
with the Old Vic in London in 1934. He later returned to Chicago and took 
a handful of odd jobs in radio. He landed a spot at Air Features Inc., a radio 
production company, and was soon busy starring in their soap operas into the 
40s. In July of 1941, he scored the lead role in NBC radio’s The Adventures of 
The Thin Man, inspired by the Dashiell Hammett novel. Damon left the show to 
serve in the military, and was replaced by Les Tremayne. When he returned to 

the series in 1946, he replaced Tremayne until 
December of 1947. At that time, Damon quit 
the role and Tremayne took over once again. 
So, there was a certain symmetry at work when 
Damon stepped into the role of the Falcon in 
place of Tremayne.

 Maintaining the well-used format, and 
with many episodes still being written by Gene 
Wang, the ratings continued to rise. Indeed, 
the program drew the attention of NBC, who 
poached the show away from Mutual in April 
of 1950. NBC desperately needed to add some Les Damon
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CD 1A: The Case of the Amorous Bookkeeper – 05/14/1950
Barney Murdock is at work at The Style Center Dress Company on a Sunday. 
He’s called in his partner Lucille Landis, as well. Barney tells her the bad news 
that their bookkeeper Elliott Finch, a “mild little guy,” has ripped them off for 
$30,000 over a period of six months. When Finch skips town, Murdock hires The 
Falcon to find him.

CD 1B: The Case of the Larcenous Lark – 08/23/1950
When Vic Halloran discovers the body of composer Rex Elber, he fears that 
he may be accused of the murder. (As his agent, Halloran had several run-ins 
with the musician.) Rita, Rex’s better half, is also a suspect -- but she fingers his 
business manager George Watkins, who had stolen $50,000 from Elber to pay 
off his gambling debts.

CD 2A: The Case of the Careless Client – 10/15/1950
Private detective Danny Russell’s latest client is Caesar Juliano, who hired him 
to locate a guy named Larry Stratton. But when Juliano tells him to beat Stratton 
up, Russell’s conscience gets the better of him, and he warns Stratton that his life 
may be in danger. When Juliano beats him up instead, Stratton’s girlfriend Eve 
hires the Falcon to protect him.

CD 2B: The Case of the Double Nephews – 10/22/1950
Tom Lacy had worked at one company for years, and was expecting to be made 
manager when the owner retired. But the owner sends one of his nephews, a kid 
with no experience, to run the business. Dissatisfied with this turn of events, Tom 
takes more than $250,000 worth of jewellery from the vault and plans to leave 
for South America. 

CD 3A: The Case of the Double Exposure – 10/29/1950
A hit man named Ford is paid $500 to eliminate Jimmy Arcaro. He gets the job 
done, but is a bit careless…and the victim lives long enough to finger Ford for his 
murder. When Arcaro’s lawyer is reluctant to progress the will, the dead man’s 
protégé hires the Falcon to investigate. 

CD 3B: The Case of the Rich Racketeer – 11/05/1950
Larry Sullivan is convinced that someone is stalking him, and asks the Falcon 
to find out who it is. When Larry is shot and killed, the Falcon stays on the case. 
The suspects include Larry’s wife, his business manager Mr. Garland…not to 
mention Larry’s girlfriend Bonny Shaw and her brother Tom. 

was his first leading role. Unfortunately, not even a change of leading man could 
save the show. By January of 1944, with no sign of a sponsor on the horizon, 
NBC opted to spend their money elsewhere and this first batch of adventures for 
the Falcon was cancelled.

 Mike Waring flew back to the radio just eighteen months later when 
The Adventures of the Falcon was launched on the Mutual Broadcasting System. 
Mutual was a relatively young network which, unlike the others, was run on a 
co-operative basis. During the golden age of radio, it would become home to 
some of the best remembered drama and adventure shows, including The Lone 
Ranger, The Adventures of Superman, The Shadow, and the Falcon’s somewhat 
better-known cousin The Saint.

 The show was sponsored by the American Safety Razor Corporation 
in an attempt to revive the Gem Blades brand in post-war America. Despite the 
18-month hiatus, James Meighan returned to star as Mike Waring. Extensive 
cross-promotion between the Falcon radio show and the Falcon films (which 
were then at their peak in the cinemas) followed. In this incarnation, the show 
would run for well over a hundred episodes, coming to an end in September 
of 1947. Despite a significant increase in ratings -- it was often the top-rated 
show on the Mutual network -- the American Safety Razor Corp. was suffering a 
downturn in their business and ran out of radio advertising dollars.
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Meighan. He was replaced by Les Tremayne (below). No reason was publicly 
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growing career both on and off radio. It may simply have been the case that he 
was no longer available due to his involvement in other projects.
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Chicago with his family at the age of four, and landed 
his first radio job at the age of eighteen. He came 
to wider attention in 1936 when he replaced Don 
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as forty-five shows in one week.

Les Tremayne
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who fought crime and was known as ‘The Falcon.’ Schubert, it seemed, wanted 
the best of both worlds -- the opportunity to ride on the avalanche of publicity 
generated by the films, while delivering a character that was much better suited 
to radio.

 The show aired on the NBC Blue Network with Texan actor Berry 
Kroeger (below) as Mike Waring. It was written by Gene Wang who, at the time, 
was also writing for radio’s The Adventures of the Thin Man. Wang would go on 
to write the majority of the Falcon’s adventures over the next ten years or so (and 
would also contribute to the character’s TV adventures). A native New Yorker, 
Wang graduated from law school, but never practiced the profession. Wang 
decided to pen scripts for a living instead, and scored his first writing credit for 
Mr. District Attorney. His radio credits included Mr. and Mrs. North, and his TV 
work included both Perry Mason and an adaptation of the Philip Marlowe stories 
by Raymond Chandler. 
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wherein the Falcon -- “that freelance detective who’s always ready with a hand 
for oppressed men and an eye for repressed women,” as the strapline had it 

-- would answer the phone. He would proceed to 
excuse himself from a previous engagement with a 
lovely lady, offering them one of a variety of vibrant 
explanations: “I’ve got to teach some gangster that 
you can’t get away with murder, especially since the 
murder they want to get away with is mine!”

 The show was presented on a sustaining 
basis, which meant that the costs were borne by the 
network. It was both set and recorded in New York, 
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allowing him to take multiple stage and 
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CD 4A: The Case of the Puzzling Pinup – 11/19/1950
Charles Sylvester Braden II, a rich boy from New York, falls in love with a not-
so-rich young lady who lives in a rooming house on the west side. When she 
turns down his marriage proposal, he shoots her and then commits suicide. A 
photojournalist is first on the scene, but by the time he gets back to the office, his 
boss tells him that Braden’s body has disappeared. The journalist doesn’t tell his 
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When a girl tries to break up with a boy, it’s left to the Falcon to make sure that 
he doesn’t love her to death. 

CD 6B: The Case of the Talented Texan – 03/25/1951
The Falcon is hired to investigate the death of an old 
man who was killed while crossing the road. The case 
leads him to club owner George Alexander…who is 
not having a good day. 
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Dutch’s daughter Beatrice, whom he hasn’t seen for 
ten years, is coming to New York on Friday. When 
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 The Adventures of the Falcon was one of the longest running radio 
shows of the golden age of radio, with almost five hundred episodes broadcast 
between 1943 and 1954. It was, as you might expect, inspired by the box office 
success of the Falcon films, which debuted in 1941 and would go on to become 
a successful franchise of sixteen movies through the subsequent decade. In June 
of 1942, taking note of the success of the first couple of those films, producer 
Bernard L Schubert secured the radio rights to The Gay Falcon, the short story 
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rights deal and the show making it on to the air. This was unusual in the golden 
age of radio, when many a program made it to broadcast in just a few weeks. 
When the show finally premiered on April 10th, 1943, it did not feature either of 
the Lawrence brothers – the dashing characters who had been the heroes of the 

film series. Instead, it featured 
a private detective by the 
name of Mike Waring. What 
happened?

  Arlen’s short story, 
published in 1940, featured a 
hero called Gay Falcon (who 
was very much a gentleman 
detective). Producer Schubert 
did not rely solely on this 
work for inspiration. Instead, 
he looked to a short series 
of novels by Drexel Drake, 
which had first been published 
in 1936. The hero of those ad-
ventures was a New Yorker by 
the name of Malcolm Wingate, 

CD 7B: The Case of the Unwelcome Wife – 
05/27/1951
When Club owner Richard Wayne is caught with his 
hand in the till, the Falcon tries to help…only to find 
himself suddenly married!

CD 8A: The Case of the Plenty Twenty – 07/25/1951
Beretti, an engraver, had produced some counterfeit 
plates and decided to sell them. When he turns up 
dead, his widow hires the Falcon to investigate. 

CD 8B: The Case of the Broken Key – 07/27/1952
Comrade Robert Forshe was a valued member of the Communist Party in France 
until he quit ten months ago. The party wouldn’t let him go voluntarily, so he 
disappeared. Now he’s turned up in Casablanca with a local girl named Yasmine. 
The communists sent Helen Grant to persuade him to return to the fold…and the 
Americans sent Mike Waring to persuade him to tell the world what communism 
is really like. 

Ian Dickerson grew up reading, watching and listening to the adventures of 
The Saint, The Falcon, Sherlock Holmes, and any other detective he could 
find. He is the author of four books that are available through Radio Spirits: 
Who Is The Falcon?, The Saint On The Radio, Sherlock Holmes: The Lost 
Radio Scripts, and Sherlock Holmes: More Lost Radio Scripts.
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Joan Alexander is heard in "The Case 
of the Unwelcome Wife."
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