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“Sufferin’ snakes—that’s a story for the Sentinel!”

In November of 2016, Deadline.com announced that Paramount Pictures and 
Chernin Entertainment had acquired the right to produce a new Green Hornet 
motion picture. It’s the second time this decade that the motion picture industry 
has seen fit to keep the memory of the old-time radio superhero alive for a new 
generation. A 2011 film, starring Seth Rogen in the role of newspaper publisher 
Britt Reid and his masked alter ego, received a drubbing from critics. But re-
viewers don’t buy tickets, audiences do, and The Green Hornet did a respect-
able bit of box office. Of course, that’s the primary reason why a “reboot” of 
the Hornet is forthcoming. Director Gavin O’Connor (attached to the project as 
of this writing) declared his intention of making a version of The Green Hornet 
that is darker in style -- similar to the refashioning of the Batman film franchise. 
“We will put a vigilante engine under the hood of his character,” O’Connor was 

quoted in the Deadline article. 
“When we meet Britt Reid he’s 
lost faith in the system. Lost 
faith in service. In institutions. 
If that’s the way the world 
works, that’s what the world’s 
going to get. He’s a man at war 
with himself.”

One can only speculate what 
George W. Trendle would 
think about the direction his 
creation is apparently taking. 
Trendle’s purchase of Detroit 
radio station WXYZ in 1929 
set in motion the creation of 
such radio successes as The 
Lone Ranger and Challenge 

CD 10A: “A Switch of Salt” – January 6, 1949
Dr. Niles Ferguson has developed a miracle drug, Formula 
HK43, which looks just like salt. It is proven to be a lifesaving 
medication…so why is it failing to improve the condition of 
an important member of the President’s cabinet?

CD 10B: “The Fixers Fixed” – January 13, 1949
Britt and Lowry attend a boxing match in which a fighter named Brooks was the 
clear winner. A group of gamblers, who had reason to believe that the contest 
would end a different way, are quite surprised…and angry. They decide to make 
an example of Brooks, and send a message to any other fighters who might think 
about crossing them.

If you enjoyed this CD set, we recommend 
The Green Hornet: City Hall Shakeup, available 
now at www.RadioSpirits.com.

www.RadioSpirits.com
PO Box 1315, Little Falls, NJ 07424
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of the Yukon (Sergeant Preston of the Yukon). He 
originally conceived of the Green Hornet character 
as a modern-day counterpart to The Lone Ranger. 
Whereas “the daring and resourceful Masked Rider 
of the Plains led the fight for law and order in the ear-
ly Western United States,” the Hornet was a crime-
fighter with a firm footing in the twentieth century, 
hunting "the biggest of all game...public enemies who 
try to destroy our America!"

The story goes that Trendle was anxious to bestow 
upon his new creation a “bee” motif after spending 
a sleepless night in a hotel room with a trapped, 

buzzing insect. G.W. had originally wanted to call the program The Hornet, 
until it was discovered that the title had been used by a previous series. So a 
descriptive “green” was added to the name, and the new series premiered over 
WXYZ on January 31, 1936. The world was introduced to Britt Reid, a callow 
playboy who was put in charge of The Daily Sentinel by his father (who hoped 
that the job might instill some responsibility in his son).

Britt quickly learns that the power of a free press --  with its ability to both mold 
public opinion and act as a check on the government -- does indeed call for a 
heightened sense of responsibility. The wealthy young publisher also realizes 
that he is in a unique position to go after the criminals who fall through the cracks 
of our imperfect system. And this he does…by adopting the guise of a masked 
crimefighter.

Both the Lone Ranger and the Green Hornet operated “outside the law,” and were 
often mistaken for outlaws by representatives of the justice system. It was easy 
for the Ranger to prove that he was one of the good guys, though. Suspicious 
individuals would just need to be handed one of the Ranger’s trademark silver 
bullets. What made the Green Hornet edgier was that he didn’t have that luxury. 
In fact, he was often vilified in the paper published by his own alter ego. Many 
a broadcast ended with a newsboy announcing: “Green Hornet still at large!”

As the Lone Ranger was aided by “his faithful Indian companion” Tonto, the 
Green Hornet relied on support from his valet Kato, who was much more than 
just a “gentleman’s gentleman.” Kato was a skilled martial artist, and a chemistry 
whiz. He designed the gas guns that rendered his boss’ adversaries unconscious, 
as well as the smokescreens that allowed their souped-up ride (the “Black 

CD 7A: “The Incredible Robbery” 
- December 14, 1948
As fiery explosions rock the midtown section of the 
city, a series of daring robberies nets a group of bandits 
a staggering $2,000,000. The masterminds plan to be 
spirited away on planes...while the individuals who 
physically carried out the heist will be disposed of to 
ensure complete success.

CD 7B: “Camouflage” - December 16, 1948
High roller Ace Pearson has had his gambling house 
shut down by the police, so he hatches a scheme to 
generate cash by taking advantage of socialite Hal 
Dodd, who’s into Ace for twenty grand. Hal and 
wife Doris will hold a charity ball to raise money for 
French war orphans...with Ace taking a hefty cut.

CD 8A: “Mystery on Pier 20” - December 21, 1948
A warehouse fire at the waterfront destroys several shipments of government 
supplies en route to Europe. An investigation by The Green Hornet and Kato 
soon reveals the sinister involvement of foreign spies who want to interfere with 
cargo associated with the Marshall Plan!

CD 8B: “Miss Double Lucky” - December 28, 1948
Clicker snaps a photo of a beautiful young woman while she and Axford are 
scoping out a nightclub for an article in the Sunday supplement…despite having 
been warned against doing so. The camera-shy woman then asks a friend to send 
over a pair of goons to handle the situation!

CD 9A: “Road to Ruin” - December 30, 1948
Nineteen-year-old John Lamont gets a ten-day jail sentence for reckless driving...
and the judge who passes down that verdict is his own father. After serving his 
time, John gets involved in a racket run by gambler Sammy Harris…who hopes 
to stave off any potential conviction by framing Judge Lamont!

CD 9B: “A Matter of Identity” - January 4, 1949
When the investment firm owned by Jared King and Rupert Stanley goes 
bankrupt, the two men miraculously avoid a prison sentence. Jared vows to 
devote his life to charitable works. King is spotted by Axford one night as he’s 
dining with Reid and Casey...but the idea to do a feature story on the man goes 
up in smoke when King’s house is devastated by a fire.

George Trendle

Print advertisement for
The Green Hornet
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CD 4A: “Point After Touchdown” - November 9, 1948
As part owner of the Blues, a local football team, Reid is concerned about the 
pervasiveness of gambling. Once-friendly wagers have mushroomed into a 
practice susceptible to corruption. Britt assigns Lowry and Clicker to cover a 
story about his team...unaware that kicker Joe Masilec has been threatened by 
the gamblers in question.

CD 4B: “Kaligan Dies at Midnight” - November 11, 1948
Convicted murderer Gene Kaligan has a date with the electric chair at midnight. 
Both Axford and Casey are convinced that Kaligan’s the victim of a miscarriage 
of justice, and they set out to keep an innocent man from walking the last mile 
(with an assist from The Green Hornet).

CD 5A: “Trucking with Murder” - November 16, 1948
A rash of truck hijackings has not escaped the notice of The Daily Sentinel, 
with Britt Reid making inquiries into the matter with Police Commissioner 
Higgins. Higgins suspects that an outfit known as the Motor Shipping Protective 
Association is responsible...since truckers and haulers who refuse to purchase its 
“protection” are inevitably targeted.

CD 5B: “Double Checkmate” - November 18, 1948
An American has turned double agent and leaked top secret plans for a defensive 
weapon to the hostile government of Tolatania. Since the Tolatanian government 
enjoys diplomatic immunity, The Green Hornet will have to do what the police 
cannot: infiltrate their embassy and retrieve the plans before they embark on a 
ship leaving for Europe at midnight.

CD 6A: “The Two-Faced Mobster” - November 23, 1948
Deported gangster Blicky Follandig is able to sneak back into the country 
after plastic surgery helps him impersonate a murdered scientist. Item one on 
Follandig’s to-do list: settle a score with the lawyer responsible for putting him 
away in the federal pen.

CD 6B: “The Hunch of the Femme Fatale” - November 30, 1948
Iris La Joy, a cigarette girl at the Blue Pheasant nightclub, informs Britt that she 
knows who’s responsible for a series of robberies. She fingers the nightclub’s 
owners, Pepe Mohave and Jack Walters…and she’s concerned that her bartender 
boyfriend may be working with the two men.

Beauty”) to beat a hasty retreat if needed. Kato also 
maintained the Hornet’s sleek automobile...because 
it wasn’t the sort of vehicle you took into the local 
repair shop for a 100,000-mile check-up.

Both The Lone Ranger and The Green Hornet also 
featured memorable theme songs in their program 
openings. An old joke went that the definition of 
an intellectual was someone who could listen to 
Gioachino Rossini’s “William Tell Overture” and not 
think of The Lone Ranger. For The Green Hornet, 
it was the strains of Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
“Flight of the Bumblebee” that introduced each broadcast...though if you want 
to be pedantic about it, hornets aren’t bees (they’re wasps). The decision to use 
these pieces from classical composers was born out of convenience. These tunes 
were in the public domain, so WXYZ didn’t have to pay royalties!

What tied the Ranger and the Hornet together more than any of this was that 
the men who adopted these secret identities shared a surname: Reid. It would 
eventually be established that “Reid” was the last name of the Lone Ranger. In 
fact, in The Lone Ranger’s later broadcast years, the character of “Dan Reid” (the 
hero’s nephew) was introduced as a younger sidekick to the masked man. The 
inspiration to make an elderly Dan the father of Britt Reid would reach its full 
realization in a three-part story arc broadcast in October-November of 1947. Dan 
tells his son about his famous great-uncle…and Britt in turn reveals that he is the 
Green Hornet. (These broadcasts are available in the Radio Spirits CD collection 
Generations.)

Dan Reid would be one of the few individuals to know the true identity of the 
Green Hornet. Kato was clued in, of course, and Britt’s efficient secretary Lenore 
“Casey” Case learned the truth in 1948 (“Miss Case Keeps a Secret”). Casey 
would live up to that episode’s title, not even spilling the beans to Michael 
Axford (Britt’s one-time bodyguard who became a police beat reporter in the 
show’s later years). Axford, a man so dense he would have elicited sympathy 
from radio’s other obtuse Irishman, Mike Clancy (from Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost 
Persons), would certainly never figure it out on his own.

In the early broadcast years of The Green Hornet, the conditions brought on by 
The Great Depression inspired a wealth of story ideas for the program. Extreme 
poverty often leads to crime, and the Hornet had no shortage of mobsters and 



4 5

CD 1A: “Gambling Ship” - October 14, 1948
Michael Axford attempts to infiltrate a mob-run gambling ship that is operating 
outside of the three-mile limit. When Axford gets the heave-ho, Daily Sentinel 
publisher Britt Reid assigns ace reporter Ed Lowry and shutterbug Clicker 
Binney to investigate...but the two employees may have to be rescued by The 
Green Hornet!

CD 1B: “House Divided” - October 19, 1948
A series of guerrilla-like attacks are being made on the picket lines, and Reid 
suspects that ex-con Harold “Hinky” Fullis is responsible. Fullis’ tactics of pitting 
unions against management have little to do with the usual syndicate shakedown...
it’s revealed that Hinky is operating under the influence of foreign agents!

CD 2A: “Axford Boots a Beat” - October 21, 1948
Axford looks into the matter of a dishonest city alderman on advice from Police 
Commissioner James Higgins. Councilman Benedict Stuben wants to swing a 
lucrative parking meter contract toward the Paragon Meter Machine Company, 
run by J. Harley Boggs…a man with a shady past.

CD 2B: “Jewel Deal” - October 26, 1948
Stalita Martell and Philip Brando are posing as upper class members of “the 
smart set,” but in reality they are both agents in the employ of a foreign power. 
Their latest scheme involves staging an elaborate jewel robbery...and pinning the 
caper on The Green Hornet!

CD 3A: “Election Steal” - November 2, 1948
It’s Election Day, and all eyes are on the Woodville district, where the voters 
are determined to turn assemblyman Cesar Cromwell out of office. The “un-
American” Cromwell looks to skate to another victory, however, when ballot 
boxes from the district are swiped by masked men assumed to be working on 
behalf of the crooked politician.

CD 3B: “Club of the Bogus Coin” - November 4, 1948
After a night on the town, businessman Jack Findlay 
finds himself in possession of counterfeit money…after 
having paid his bill at Jay Ford & Ernie Peters’ nightclub. 
Axford and Lowry decide to investigate the suspicious 
doings there on behalf of the Sentinel.

racketeers to tangle with and 
bring to justice. With the onset 
of World War II, our hero 
supplemented his war on the 
underworld with skirmishes 

involving threats from the Axis powers and other foreign enemies. The post-
war Hornet shows continued in this vein, while offering a rather amusingly 
antiquated look at the developing Cold War paranoia in the U.S. For example, a 
broadcast like “Election Steal” (11/02/48) spotlights a politician whose “foreign 
ideology” has alienated him from his constituents.

The Green Hornet was heard nationally on the Mutual network (after being 
heard locally over WXYZ between 1936 and 1938). It later moved to Blue/ABC, 
sometimes as a weekly program and other times twice weekly. It was sustained 
for most of its run, save for a brief sponsorship in 1948 by General Mills. (Like 
the Lone Ranger, the Hornet was often “feeling his Cheerios.”) And then shortly 
before its swan song on December 5, 1952, the Orange Crush people were 
paying the twice-weekly bills. The misadventures of the Hornet and Kato would 
live on, of course -- in comic books, a TV show (telecast for one season on ABC 
between 1966-67), books, and other pop culture venues. (The Hornet even made 
a memorable appearance in the Dick Tracy comic strip in 2018).

The temptation to re-invent The Green Hornet for subsequent generations is one 
that Hollywood seems unable to resist. So Radio Spirits invites you to sit back 
and enjoy the original with the broadcasts in this collection—several of which are 
previously uncirculated and have not been heard since their original broadcast.  
“With his faithful valet Kato, Britt Reid, daring young publisher, matches wits 
with the underworld, risking his life so that criminals and racketeers within the 
law may feel its weight...by the sting of the Green Hornet!”

The following Green Hornet broadcasts originally aired over ABC Radio in 
1948 and 1949. They star Jack McCarthy as Britt Reid (a.k.a. The Green 

Hornet), along with Leonore “Lee” Allman as Lenore “Casey” Case, 
Gilbert Shea as Michael Axford, Rollon Parker and Michael Tolan as Kato, 
Jack Petruzzi as Ed Lowry, Patricia Dunlap as “Clicker” Binney, and Hal 

Neal as the announcer.

The program was produced by George W. Trendle, edited by Fran Striker, 
and directed by Charles D. Livingstone.

Patricia Dunlap as "Clicker" Binney
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motion picture. It’s the second time this decade that the motion picture industry 
has seen fit to keep the memory of the old-time radio superhero alive for a new 
generation. A 2011 film, starring Seth Rogen in the role of newspaper publisher 
Britt Reid and his masked alter ego, received a drubbing from critics. But re-
viewers don’t buy tickets, audiences do, and The Green Hornet did a respect-
able bit of box office. Of course, that’s the primary reason why a “reboot” of 
the Hornet is forthcoming. Director Gavin O’Connor (attached to the project as 
of this writing) declared his intention of making a version of The Green Hornet 
that is darker in style -- similar to the refashioning of the Batman film franchise. 
“We will put a vigilante engine under the hood of his character,” O’Connor was 

quoted in the Deadline article. 
“When we meet Britt Reid he’s 
lost faith in the system. Lost 
faith in service. In institutions. 
If that’s the way the world 
works, that’s what the world’s 
going to get. He’s a man at war 
with himself.”

One can only speculate what 
George W. Trendle would 
think about the direction his 
creation is apparently taking. 
Trendle’s purchase of Detroit 
radio station WXYZ in 1929 
set in motion the creation of 
such radio successes as The 
Lone Ranger and Challenge 

CD 10A: “A Switch of Salt” – January 6, 1949
Dr. Niles Ferguson has developed a miracle drug, Formula 
HK43, which looks just like salt. It is proven to be a lifesaving 
medication…so why is it failing to improve the condition of 
an important member of the President’s cabinet?

CD 10B: “The Fixers Fixed” – January 13, 1949
Britt and Lowry attend a boxing match in which a fighter named Brooks was the 
clear winner. A group of gamblers, who had reason to believe that the contest 
would end a different way, are quite surprised…and angry. They decide to make 
an example of Brooks, and send a message to any other fighters who might think 
about crossing them.

If you enjoyed this CD set, we recommend 
The Green Hornet: City Hall Shakeup, available 
now at www.RadioSpirits.com.

www.RadioSpirits.com
PO Box 1315, Little Falls, NJ 07424

THE GREEN HORNET is ©    2019 The Green Hornet, Inc. Licensed for home 
use only. All rights reserved. The Green Hornet, Black Beauty, Kato and the 
hornet logos are trademarks of The Green Hornet, Inc. www.thegreenhornet.

com. Manufactured under exclusive license by Radio Spirits.

Special thanks to Terry Salomonson for providing audio transfers
from the original transcription recordings.
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